
124 SzrrnmnnR, 1912.1 19

legislative Eeeemblg,
Tuesday, 24fth September, 1912.

L'aPtm presnted
Questions: Police Benefit Fund......

Connoaeslh ad Railay rates
Railway Deviation sSelect Committee, report
Papers: land for Worker Romea, Katanning ..
Bills: Itight In Waterad Irrigation, Messge.

Public Service Act Amendment, 2a.
Unisity land., Corn........
FremLal.ElgDorlie (Merredio-Coolgardie

section) Railway Council's Amendments
Frenmantle Harbour ront Amendment, 21.
Rlights in Water and Irrigation, 2R. .

floe
1895
18951895
fllgs
1808
1898
1808
1899
1900

1905
1908
Miss

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Premier: 1, Report of the Chief

Inspector of Fisheries for the year end-
ing 31st December, 1911. 2, Report of
the Superintendent of the State Labour
Bureau for the year ended 30th June,
1912.

By the Attorney General: 1, Report of
the Department of Land Titles for the
year ended 30th June, 1912.

QUESTION-POLICE BENEFIT
FUND.

Mr. DWYER asked the Premier: 1,
Were two direct representatives of the
contributors to the Police Benefit Fund
elected on the 4th June last to the Police
Benefit Fund Board? 2, If so, Iras the
new hoard been called together yet to
transact the business of the fund? 3, If
not, what is causing the delay in calling
the new board together? 4, When does
the Government expect the newly elected
board to be available? 5, Has anyone
been carrying on the business of the board
from the 4th June, 1912, up to the
present? 6, If so, who?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, No.
3, New regulations are under considera-
lion, and will require to be ap-
proved and gazetted. 4, As soon as the
new regulations are approved by Execu-
tive Council, and the appointment of the
new board gazetted. 5, Yes; the board
appointed under the existing regulations.
6, The Under Secretary, the Under
Treasurer, and the Acting Commissioner
of Police comprise the present board.

QUESTION-QUAIRkDING HOTEL.
Mr. GREEN asked the Premier: 1, Is he

aware that it is alleged that the hotel at
Quairading is ani annoyance to the people
of the town and district, on account of thle
occurrence of disgraceful brawls and the
continual presence of men in an advanced
state of intoxication around the premises?
2, Is he aware that during one of these
brawls a manl was killed at the hotel on
Monday last? 3, Will be promise to have
inquiries made from independent residents
in the district as to the conduct of the
hotel3 4, Is he further aware that it is
alleged that the proprietor of this hotel
is behind the agent who is applying for
a license at Coarin Rock? 5, Does be
intend to instruct an officer to oppose the
application referred to, and consider the
advisability of erecting a State hotel at
Coariui Rock, if an hotel is required in
that district!

The PREMIER replied: 1, An exafus-
tive inquiry has been made by the police
from the residents and others in the dis-
trict, and it is reported that the conduct
of the hotel in question by the present
licensee is in' every way satisfactory.
While admitting that drunkenness and
occasional brawvls occur, in this respect the
town is quite as orderly as other places
similarly situated in the new agricultural
districts wvhere railway construction work
is in operation. 2, A man was recently
killed at Quairading, but as the case is
sub judice it is not advisable to supply
particulars at the present time. 3,
Answered by No. 1. 4, It has been so
suggested, but no confirmation is to
hand. 5, The application has already
been opposed, and further strenuous
opposition is intended when the ad-
journed application comes on for hearing
in December next. The question of erect-
ing a State hotel at Coarin Rock is under
consideration.

QUESTION - COMMONWEALTH
AND RAILWAY RATES.

Mr. GEORGE asked the Premier: 1,
Has any agreement been made or negotia-
tions entered into with the Commonwealth
Government as to the freights to be paid
on (a) rails and fastenings: (h) sleepers;
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(c) plant generally; (dt) food staffs; (e)
groceries, etcetera.' 2, Has any reduc-
tion from the classified rates at present
ruling in this State been agreed upon
-between the State Governmenit and the
Commonwealth Government ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Requests
were received for reductions in freig hts.
2, No.

BILL-RIGHTS IN WATER AND
iRRIGATION.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending the Bill.

RAILWAY DEVIATIONS SELECT
COMMITTEE.

Report Presented.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco) brought
up the report of the committee appointed
to inquire into the Wickepin-Mlerredin
and Wongan Hills-11ullewa railway devia-
tions. He moved-

That the report be received.

Mri. MONGER (York) : I desire to
call attention, with all due respect, to a
communication which I addressed to the
chairnan of this committee early this
af ternoon.

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member is
cut of order in diseussing- this motion.

Mr. MONGER: I am only desirous that
the letter I addressed to the chairman
should be placed upon the records of the
House. and I thought I might ask leniency
in this direction.

'Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow it.
Mr. Taylor: The hon. member should

do it on the motion for the adoption of
the report.

11r. MONGER: The Government may
pilace tiiis business at the bottom of the
list. anid I may have no other opportu-
nity.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot help that.

Que~tio~i passed. the report received.
Mi. B. J. STUBBS: I move-

That fthe report be read.

Mfr. MNONGER: Mr. Speaker-
Mr. SPEAKER: I have not put the

question yet.
Question put and passed.

Mr. MONG ER: I am sorry, Mr. Speak-
er-, if for one moment you think I am at-
tempting to obstruct the reading of this
report as framed by the member for Subi-
aco and those other gentlemen on the
Ministerial side who so ably suppjorted
and assisted hinm.

Mfr. SPEAKER: Will the lion. member
take his seat.

Report read.
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I move-

That tile repiort be printed.

Mr. MIONGER Ant I in order now?
Mr. SPEAKER: No, the lhon, member

is not in order. There can be no discus-
sion upon the question.

Air. MONGER: I do not desire any dis-
cassion. I merely wish to add a few
remarks to the report submitted by the
chairman of the select committee.

,%It. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not in order.

Mr. MONGER: Mlay I move the ad-
journment of the House? Will I be in
order in so doing for the purpose of giv-
ing expression to the feelings entertained
by myself and another member of the
select committee?

Mr. Underwood: Oppose the printing,
of the report.

Mr. MONGER: I ask the Speaker's rul-
ing as to whether I can move the adjourn-
ment in order to submit a minority re-
po rt.

MrIt. SPEAKER: No, the hon. member
will not he in order. The matter is not
of sufficient urgency for such a motion.

Mr. GEORGE: Seeing that this ques-
tion hats an immediate bearing upon the
report, surely the bon. member can be
heard. It is the first opportunity of pre-
senting Ihe minority report; surely to
goodness it is only riolht that the miiiority
report should he presented to the House
as wvell as the report of the majority.
That has always been the custom,. and T
do not know why it cannot be done now.

Mr. MIONGER: In another p~lace the
other day a minority report was printed.
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Ami L not justified under the circumn-
stances in asking your, consideration of
my request that our minority report
IholdM he printed, or is it to go out to the
counutry that in another place they ha-e
rules and regulations altogether differenit
from oulr;!

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no option ; I
ClIflTot alliowN anly discujssion u1pon this
matter. The Standing Or-ders provide
that the report of the select eo~rmittee
must be brought in by the chairman, or
some other member appointed by the comn-
nittee. and I canl take nothing except the
report poresented by the chairmanl.

3Mr_ Ceorge: But according to thre meni-
her for- York that is only one portion of
the vonii Itce's report.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot help that; I
canl only deal with that which is befora2
the I10oige. The question is that the re-
port be printed.

Qunestion )ut and passed.
Mr. B. J1. STURBS: I move-

That the consideration of the report
be made an Order of the Day for the*
ueait sitting of the House.
Question passed.
Mr- MONGER: With every respect I

again dlesire to ask whether I and aziother
member of the select committee are not
privileged to submit what I presented t.a
the chairman of the committee about half-
past two this after-noon. That lion. mem-
ber waited until he came into the Chamber
before hie gave me his reply.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Is this minorit:,
report not attached to the majority re-
port ?

'Mr. MlONGER: No.
The PREMIER: "May T point oiit that

the hion. member will have an opportianty
of bringing forward the views, which lie
prolooser t submit hy ivay of amnrt
report when we are discussing the ques;-
tion of the adoption of the report sub-
mitted byv the chairman of the commit-
tee. Aii',arently that is all the hoit. miw-
her dle-ires.

Mr. 11ONGER - No! mny desire is that
My ohjection shiall be given the same pro-
mineire to-morrow morning as will be
rive:: fi thv report framed by the chair-
1ran of the committee.

f q j

The Premier: Give it to the Press; they
will take anything fromn you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would like
to suggest to the Premier that,' in view
of the strong feeling which apparently
obtains in regard to this minority report,
which I understanid the chairman of the
committee has refused to receive, it would
he well if, as a inatter of privilege, we
allowed thre hion. mnember to read it to the
Hlouse.

The Premier: And hold up the whole
of the bisineys meanwhile?

lHon. FRANK WILSO'N: It looks as
though the Premier or tine Government
wished to gag the twvo members of the
select committee who have prepared thi
minority report. It is only a short one,
and I think we night have it read.

The Premier: Yron will hare to suspend
the Standing Orders to do that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, nothing
of the sort. All that is required is a
motion to allow the report to be read.
There will be no loss of time. I move-

That the hon. member be permitted
to read this minority report.
Mr. SPEAKER: Much as I would like

to give the hion. member the opportunity
lie desires, I cannot accept that motion;
the Standing Orders prohibit it. There
is only one way of moving the motion
proposed by the leader of the Opposition,
and that is by, first giving notice of motion
for the suspending of the Standing Or-
dens, or. alternatively, notice may he given
to-day of a mnotion to be made on another
day.

HTon. Frank Wilson: But the Standing
Orders can be suspended by an absolute
majority of the House without any notice
ait all.

Mr. SPEAKER: Thne member for York
knows that lie cannot discuss this matter.
nor can he makze any reference to it.

Mr. M1ONGER: All I desire is to read
the letter whieh I wrote to the chairri-mn
of the committee, dlisseniting. by way i-f
a minority, from. the report which lie has
presented and wvhich has been read nut
this afternoon. I think, in fairies; to
myself and another hon. member whno sat
on that committee, and iii fairness to tho.'e
who sat on the committee in another place,

1897



1898 [A"SISEMBLY.)

that I should he allowed the opportunity
I desire. I should be very sorry to
think-

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow any
further discussion on this matter. There
is no question before the House. I ap-
peal to the hon. member to accept may
decision.

Mr. MONGER: In eonclusion, then, I
,desire to tender my congratulations to
the Premier--

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 1 havc had a
lot of patience with the hon. member.

Mr. GEORGE: Shall I be in order in
moving that the House do adjourn?

Mr. SPEAKER: That may be done at
any time.

Mr. GEORGE: Then I move-

That Mhe House do now adjourn.
Mr. SPEAKER: There can be no de-

bate.
M2r. GEORGE: I do it as a matter of

protest.
Mr. SPEAKER: Is it seconded?
Mr. LAYMAN: I Second the motion.
Question put and a division taken with

the following result-
Ayes .. . .13

Noes .. . .22

Majority against

Ass

Mr'. Broun
Mr. George
Mr. Harper
Mr. Letror
Mr. Male
Mr. Manger
Mr. Nanson

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Bath
Mr. Carpenter
M r. Collier
Mr. Dooley
Mr. Dwyer
Mr. Foley
Mr. Green
Mr. .lobnean
Mr. Lander
,Mr. McDonald

9

I.

Mr. A. E. Plesse
Air. A. N. Plesse
Mr. S. Stubbs
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Layman

(Teller).

NoES.

Mr. McDowall
Mr. Mutlany
,Mr. Munsle
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. B. J1. Stubbs
Mr. Swan
Mfr. Taylor
TMr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
M1r. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Gardiner

(Teller).

Question thus negatived.
M1r. B. J. STUBBS: I now give notice

that upon the consideration of the report

of the select committee I shall move that
this House agrees with the finding of the
select committee on the deviation of the
Wickepin-Mferredin railwvay and also of
the Woagan Hills-Mlullewa railwary,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. muember has
already moved that the consideration of
the report be made an Order of the Day
for the next sittinig of the House, and that
has been put and carried.

Mr. MONGER: Shall I be in order in
asking for the assurance of the Premier
that the motion be made an early Order
of the Day?

The PREMIER: I give the hon. mem-
ber an assurance that we will give the
House an opportunity at an early date
of discussing the report. I shall en -
deavour to make it as early as possible,
but it will depend on the business before
the Houise.

PAPERS -LA-ND FOR WORKERS'
HOMES, KATANNING.

On motion by Mr. A. E. PIESSE
(Katanning) ordered: "That all papers
dealing with the surrender to the Crown
of Katanning town lots 416, 45.9, 465, 406,
and 558, and also the papers dealing with
the dedication, under Section 7 of 'The
Workers' Homes Act, 1911,' of such lots,
he laid upon the Table of the House."'

BILL-PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMENDMAENT.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER, (Hon. J. Scaddan) in
moving the second reading said: This is
a small measure for permitting the Public
Service Commissioner, subject to other
provisions of the Public Service Act: to
appoint any person who may he at pre-
sent on the ternporary staff to a per-
manent position, notwithstanding his age.
Hon. members will notice that this is an
amen dment to Section 34 of the principal
Act, and that section reads-

N\,o person shall he appointed to the
clerical division whose age at his last
birthday, previous to appointment was
less than sixteen years or mnore than
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twenty-five years, unless such person is
at the time of appointment already in
the public service. In cases of special
duties thle Governor may, however, onl
the recowtuendation of the Commis-
sioner. extend the age from twvetty-tive
to thirty-five years.

That is the clerical division, and the maxi-
mum age is 2.5 years. If a person is
temporarily employed hie is not deemed to
be under the Public Senvice Act or in
the public service. Then it goes on to
say-

No person shall be appointed to the
general division whose age at his last
birthday previous to appointment was
less than fourteen years or (except as
hereinafter provided) more than fifty
years, unless such person is at the time
of his appointhient already in the
public service. In eases of special
duties the Governor may, however, on
the recommendation of thle Commlits-
sioner, extend the age from fifty to fifty-
five years. But, subject to the Acts
relating to public elementary education,
nothing, in this subsection shall be taken
to prevent the employment of boys
above the age of thirteen years to be
message boys or junior messengers.

This Bill will add to that section the fol-
low-ig:-

For the purposes of this section, per-
sons temporarily employed shall be
deemed to be already in the public ser-
vice.

That will permit the Public Sen-ice Com-
missioner, if lie is satisfied, after examina-
tion or by any means provided in the
Act, that a person is qualified, notwith-
standing Isis age, who has been tempor-
arily filling a position or temporarily
emp)loyed in any p~ortion of thle
service may appoint him to the service
permanently in lieu of what has operated
in the service for a long time, that is,
bringing iersons into the service with
little or no qualifications for filling the
position.,. Last session we amended the
Public ,ervice Act, practically for the
purpose of' permitting, after the reclassi-
fication, persons who joined the service
other than those who joined it through
the G and F classes, that is, as other than
juniors, to join the selrvice, except where

it is found impracticable. We have built
up an immense temporary staff in
thle sen-ice, which is dne to the
fact that the Act left the employ-
ment of temporary employees in the
hands of 2iUinistersz, and this has caused a
great deal of dissatisfaction. If a position
becaenn vacant the head of a department
could recommend to his -Minister that
some per-son should be temporarily em-
ployed in the service, and if the 'Min-
ister approves the person fills the position
temporarily year in and year out. Nothing
is done, and so it goes on ntil we have
had wore temporary employees in the
service than permanent employees. Some
of these temporary men have grown 01(1
in the service, some have been known to
be employed as long as 13 years.

Mrl. Foley: It is a pity all were not
tentpornary.

The PREMIER: And to-day these
persons are deprived, or their services are
dispensed with when the position is filled
pernmanently owing to the age limit in the
Act. This amendment will permit the
Comm issioner to appoint that person to
the position if he has satisfied the Com-
missioner on every other account. We
ought .to give consideration to men of
ability. We do n-ot permit a peron to
join the serv ice after 60 years of age.
There is a number of persons in the ser-
vice who have been temporarily employed
for eight or ten years, and] now they are
approaching the age of 40. There is a
numnber between the ages of 40 and 50
years, and they are not under the Act.

'Mr. S. Stubbs: Will that service
count?

The PREMIER: No, it will carry no
further privileges; his previous employ-
meat will not count. The amendment only
affects the age limit. I could mention one
or two instances, if necessary, where men
have been employed- for some time and
have rendered good senice. but h~ave
beetn turned down for others who have
recently been admitted to do the work.
These temporary officers have been kept
on for two or three months to teach the
inan who has been permanently alppointed,
and then has had to look for work else-
where because he happened to have
reached the age limit before the position
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was filled. That is very unfair, and we
propose to ask Parliament to agree to
the amendment suggested in this Bill to
permit, other things being equal, of per-
sons from the temporary staff being ap-
pointed. I mov-

That Ike Bill be now read a second
time.
On motion by Ron. Frank Wilson,

debate adjourned.

BILL-U'NIVERSITY LAXODS.

In Committee.

Mr. Meflowall in the Chair; the Pre-
mier in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Power to exchange lands:
Mr. TAYLOR: The point had been

raised by the member for Northam re-
garding the exchange of the Crawley es-
tate for university lands. That member
lied said the parks of Perth would lose
104 acres of land by the transaction. The
Premier had pointed out that it was in-
tended to build workers' homes on this
land. While every member desired to see
that scheme go ahead, hie would like to
know if there was anything in the argu-
ment urged by the member for Northern.

The PREMIER: There was absolutely
nothing in the statement. Crawley es-
tale was purchased for public purposes,
hut the leader of the Opposition had ad-
mitted that the intention was to get the
rights along the foreshore. Those rights
would be preserved to the people. The
104 acres out of Crawley would leave
sufficient land along the foreshore for
camping purposes1 and for a road. There
would be sufficient lend for the Univer-
sity, while the object desired by the pre-
vious Administration would be attained.

Mr. Nanson: What acreage is left?
The PREMIER: -No survey had been

made, but about 50 acres would be left.
The point used for camping would be re-
tained, and the track along the foreshore
would be taken further from the water's
edge in order to provide further camping
ground.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The object
in purchasing that estate was to secure
the foreshore for the people, and to get a

road by the -water's edge right around to
Claremont. The same idea was in mind
when the adjoining estate was purchased.
The grant of 104 acres to the University
would not take away any land required
by the public for recreation purposes. The
people who patronised Crawley congre-
gated on the foreshore for about 11/2
miles, and between 40 and 50 acres were
permanently reserved for recreation pur-
poses for all time.

Clause put and passed.
First Schedule-agreed to.
Second Schedule:

'Mr. UTNDERWOOD moved an amend-
ment-

That all the words after "Parth" in
line 1 be struck out and the words
"Lots B3137 and 138" be inscr-,ed- i4
lie ii.

rfhe object was to test the feeling with
regard to the site for the University, and
to protest against the proposal to build
the University at Crawley. If the Craw-
ley site was chosen, in less than ten years
it would be recognised that a great blun-
der had been made, and lie dlid not want
to he one to help to make that blun-
der. The land referred to in the amend-
mient was that on which the Observatory
stood, and the adjoining block. The
uitility of a university depended to a large
extent on the site. The people of West-
ern Australia wvould be called upo'n Io pay
almost the entire cost of the upkeep, and
it was desirable that the institution should
he in such a place as would afford the
greatest utility to every citizen. Three
classes of students would he catered for
by the University ; first, those whose par-
ents were able to pay for their residence;
second, those who had suffiient money to
keep their children at home and allow
thenm to attend; and third, and most imn-
portent, those who had to earn their own
liv-ing, and who, if the University was in
a getatable position would attend night
elastzes. If the University was established
at Crawler this class of student would
be almost totally barred. We should think
well before we excluded a large number
of citizens from the benefits of' the Uni-

was healthy migh b ie site fthe (Vraw
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versitv. From the point of view of those
who thought the University should be for
the select few whose parents had a con-
siderable credit balance, and who would
exclude those tainted by having to work
for their living, Crawley was suitable. If
the Senate had looked all over Western
Australia for an exclusive and almost un-
approachable place they could not have
found a better site. The Perth railway
station was the centre of traffic, and from
there to Crawley there were practically
no residences and never could be. First
there was, the business centre and then
the King's Park. On the west of Crawley
there were many large reserves, including
the Old Men's Home, the Cemetery, and
other places, and the Premier had said
that the foreshore to the Old Men's Home
had been reserved. Then we would be
told there would be trains run down there,
but we should consider the time that
would be taken in travelling. If we re-
garded the Perth station as the starting
point, it would be found that it would
take some forty minutes for a student to
get to Crawley. That would mean SO
minutes of unnecessary riding in the
tramns, and to those who had to wvork for
their living- and who could only attend
night classes the SO minutes would he an
absolute bar to their attendance. Did the
House consider whether a private com-
pany would run a tram to the Univer-
sity if it were at Crawleyl

Mr. Taylor: They have built it half
way.

Mr. UNTIERWOOD: Yes, but their
traffic was confined solely to the summer
time, when they picked up a few people
who wvent to the park. As a miatter of
fact that line was one of the worst paying
htmlt the comnpany had. and from what
could be learned it did not pay interest
on the cost (if construction. If a private
company could niot extend the line to the
University the Government would not be
able to do so, and moreover we were satis-
tied, and the Premier was satisfied, that
tlhe country had already pledged itself to
the full limit. namely £13,000 per annum.
That1 also was Ihe opinion not only of
the Premier but of a great number of the
people of the State. In fact, a majority

of the people were of the belief that wve
bad started on this work about ten years
too soon, and that now if we constructed
the tramnline to Crawley, we would be
adding to the expenses of the University
if it was built there. Then we might be
told that we could get a tram from
Subiaco, That could not he done, be-
cause we would be blocked by King's
Park, and the only possible way
to get a tram to run to that
university would be to extend the system
which ran to Nedlands Park, and when we
remembered that students might have to
travel by train and then catch the tram to
Nedlands Park, he was corrvineed that
very few indeed would do that. Then,
looking at the matter from the point of
view of those who were across the river at
S outh Perth, th ere woutl d never be a f erry
crossing to the University. The nearest
we could possibly hope for would be a
bridge across the Narrows, and that posi-
tion was a long way from Crawley, What
,we had now and what we would have for
a long- time to cone -was the ferry from
Barrack-street and that would be the only
means of crossing the river. Eon, mnem-
bers would therefore see that South Perth
would be as much excluded as any part
of the State. The Crawley site would
render it almost impossible for an :y per-
son who was working in the daytime to
attend the leCtures at the University in the
evening, and that being so it would be
wise to consider -whether some better posi-
tion could not be obtained. The site he hadl
suggested in the amendment, although not
quite so suitable or so easily approached
as that at West Subiaco, -was the best
available. In regard to this area, all
memb ers, would agree that it was not only
one of the best sites in the State. hut
perhaps the best site obtainable in any
capital State of the Commonwealth for a
university, It was the crowning point of
the whole of thle metropolitan area, and
as such it shiould be used for sonic good
purpose. and when we considered the
matter earefuilly it wouild be admitted that
it would not be possible to g-et n better
building than a university for such a site,
nor would it be possible to get a better
-site for slic a bhiiinx. There had been
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some dis;cussion as to the area required
for a university. The University should
be at least an instructive university, and
not one mnerely to which the children of
the rieh should be sent to be cuiturer , and
if it were solely for instruction, 15 acres
-thie extent of the ground-would he
ampile. In dealing with this matter the
qu~estioIn slionid also be considered
whethor the 'State should provide land
for 1e;Ie'atioli purposes. Hie was of
op~inion that when we had provided sufli-
cie'ir ground whereon to erect a iiuilding
for the purpose,, of instruction, we had
prett 'y wivel done our share, and those
who wvanted to be cricketers could join
thie Perth or Suhiaco clubs, those who
wanted to be footballers could join the
Perth or Stibiaco clubs, and so on with
thoise who desired to be rowers or who
wished to play lawn tennis. The Univer-
sity, iii his opinion, wvas not for the teach-
inn of athletics.

-Kr. )Ionald: You want a sound body
for a sound mind.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : The university
nian should go out and play against out-
siders, and it would do him good. What
inany complained about was that the great
-drawback of the university men was their
exclusiveness, and that they were gene-
rally amateur sportsmen who would not
-ontest at~ainst those who had been guilty
of manval lahotir. No doubt that was he-
cause of the fact that manual labour
would always heat them in contests. The
ground he suggested would be ample for
the U7niveAity of instruction. It was as
much as, Western Australia could afford
to give, anti the site was the best it had
to offer. The Observatory was entirely
out of place on that land. It could he
put any'where and it would be just as
well situated if it were established on the
Darlinzr Ranues. That establishment must
cost( a considerable amount for upkeepand
thep State had to pay for it. The rounds
had to he kept in order, nd no doubt one
or two -itardeners were employed there,
alsoaqt thie expense of the State. The gar-
den wiVI not a niecessar -y adijnet to the
Observat ory, and if a garden was required
the man who was; in charge could do his
own gardening and the exercise would in-

pirove his health considerabty. M~any peo-
ple declared that we could build the 'Uni-
versity anywhere so long as we got that
admirable land at West Subiaco for work-
Imci's homes, He admitted that the Gov-
ernment had got infinitely the best of the
deal. That was a valuable site for work-
men's homes or for anything else, but at-
thoug-h one might be in favour of work-
meni's homes and have the utmost sym-
piathy with them, we were not warranted
even for that purpose in placing the Ltni-
verity where the citizens of the State
would not he able to derive the utmost
advantage. The Committee, lie hoped,
would fully consider the matter and take
a broad view of the question, considering
it only fromt the standpoint of the best
possible place whereon to establish the
University, leaving out all other questions,
and if it did that, we would decide that
Crawley was an unsuitable position.

The CHAIRIMAN: There was some
doubt as to whether the amendment was
in order inasmuch as if it was carried it
would mean an interference with a dlass
A reserve. It was doubtful whether it was
competent to alter the schedule to deal
with a matter of that kind, hut he would
like to hear a little discussion by main-
hers of the Committee before either ac-
cepting or rejecting the amendment.

The PREMIER: The point raised by
the amendment might well be referred to
the Speaker. For his own part, he was

stogyof opinion that it was not com-
petent for the Committee to make an
amendment which would make the Hill in-
effective unless alterations were made to
some existing' Act. If it was desirable
that other lands should be made available
for University, purposes, the hon. member
for Pilbara could only effect that by mov-
ing a specific motion, and then if that
was carried the necessary legislation couild
hbe introduced. It would be contrary to
all proper procedure to permit an amenid-
ment of the Bill which would nullify thme
effect of the measure, because if such an
amendment was carried, the Bill could not
he proceeded with until the consent of
Parliament had been obtained to the al-
teration of the lurpose of a class A re-
serve.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Premier's
argument was difficult to follow. Amend-
ments were moved to the Address-in-reply,
which, if carried, would have the effect
of putting the Government out of power.
He admitted that if the amendment wvas
carried the whole position would have to
be reviewed. Perhaps he could achieve
his object by voting against the schedule,
but he was of opinion that be had a right,
under the Standing Orders, to move that
certain words be struck out.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
was right in saying that it was not com-
petent for the hon. member to move an
amendment which would alter the purpose
of a certain reserve dedicated by Act of
Parliament. The effect of the hon. mem-
ber's amendment would be to transfer
the Observatory to the control of the
Senate. If the bon. member desired to
achieve that, the proper procedure would
be to bring down a Bill embodying that
proposal, or, if the hon. member desired
to obtain an expression of opinion as to
the substitution of the site he had sug-
gested, he might move to strike out the
schedule altogether, or one paragraph of
it, without inserting words which would
practically hand over the Observatory and
the High School grounds to the Senate of
the University.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment
was out of order. There was no way of
referring the point to the Speaker, except
that if the hon. member for Pilbara was
not satisfied with the ruling of the Chair
he could move that the ruling be disagreed
with. Mlay said-

Amendments are out of order that
are--irelevant to the Bill; governed
by amendments already negatived; in-
consistent with, or contradictory to, the
Bill as agreed to by the Committee; or
that are tendered to the Committee in
a spirit of mockery; and the chairman
would decline to put- such questions
from the chair. The chairman also,
regarding an amendment offered to a
Bill that was limited in scope to the
repeal of a clause in a statute, ruled
that the amendment was out of order.
because its object was the continuance
and the extension of the clause to be

repealed. TIhe chairman stated that,
though the Comm ittee had full power
to amend, even to the extent of nullify-
ing the provisions of the Bill, they
could not insert a clause which reversed
the principle which the Bill, as read a
second time, sought to affirm.

On that authority, and believing that if
the amendment was carried it would be
necessary to bring in another Bill, he
must rule the amendment out of order.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The ruling of the
Chairman would be accepted, although
he was not sure that it would stand as a
precedent. The only alternative was to
vote against the schedule, and he trusted
that members would do that, and thereby
practically vote against the Bill, thus
giving the Senate to understand that Par-
liament was opposed to placing the Uni-
versity on the Crawley site. That would
leave the question entirely open, and if
this Bill was defeated the Government
could easily bring in another measure giv-
ing the Observatory site to the Senate.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
remarks of the member for Pilbara in
opposition to the selection of Crawley as
a university site indicated that that hon.
member had not been able to look at the
question beyond the immediate present.
There would be no question of buildings
for the University being undertaken for
some considerable time, and he anticipated
that within the next few years there would
be such considerable alterations and ad-
justments of population in and around
the metropolitan area that the position
would be altogether different from that as
now viewed by the hon. member.

Mr. U~nderwood: You will have to put
the people on the river.

The MTINISTER FOR LANDS: In
Sydney, during recent years, practically
the whole of the north shore of the har-
bour had beeni built on, and half of the
population entering Sydney daily came
across the water in ferries from North
Shore to the business centre of the city.
Anyone having faith in the future de-
velopment of Western Australia must see
that within the next few years there was
going to be a big increase in population
on the south side of the river, whichi would
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call for consequential means of transit
from the south side to the north side.
'fleit tm tComumittee were told that there
would lie insufficient traffic to make a
tramway to Crawley a payable proposi-
tion, but no one who advocated thle ex-
tension of the tramway for the conveni-
ence of thle University imagined for one
moment that the system was going to stop
at thie gates of the University. With any
reasonable scheme of tramnways working.
inl conjunction with the railways. and not
im oppositiou to them, suich a tramway
wals b)ound4 to extend beyond that poinit
and opentilup a considerable area which
was surp to he built upon in the near
future wheni the growth of population re-
quired that new residential districts should
be developed. The tramways must inevit-
ably extend past (Crawley and link up

ther vt it Claremont, Cottesloe, and
ohrsuburbs. 16 'that direction the traffic,

would be found which would make possible
thle extension of the tramway system.
Then again thle member for Pilbara stated
that the area of the Observatory site
would be sufficient for the needs of the
University. The University was not being
built for tenl years hence, but rather for
n hundred years or two hundred years
hence. We had to look into the future,
and to take care that the area was suffi-
cient for ultimate developments. In Can-
-nda and the United States areas of a bun-
dlred acres were being fonid insullicicut,
and the university authorities were expres-
sing regret inl thleir reports that they had
not had sufficient foresight to have seen
the iieeessitv for reserving larger areas.
The Observa4tory site might be sufficient
for the present time, hut provision had
to lie made for the time when extensions
'of the University would be necessary.

Mr. Underwood: There are 15 acres
there.

The 1MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Cniniinittee could only deal wvith the Oh-
,ervnitor 'y site, xvhicli comprised 10 acres-,
the other five acres belonged to the High
Sehoul. an~d 'mild not be touched. Within
a coiparatively short period, all the argii-
inenis, of the hoi. inemher as to Crawler
being- isolated would be set aside hy the
-1ro11l1 (of population along the south of
ie river and between Crawley and cen-

ties such as Cottesloe and Claremont. All
that land would be built upon, and the
population from those districts would have
access to the University without the neces-
sity of going- to the central railway
station. The matter should not be ap-
proacbed from the point of view only of
the Perth people. People living along the
south side of the river and those living inl
Cotte-sloe and Fremanxtle would have
direct means of communication to the Uni-
versity without the necessity of coming
through Perth. If there was a1 sufficient
area of 501 avres available, the establish-
ment of thle University upon the Obser-
vatory site might be contemplated, but the
area available there was altogether insuf-
fivient, and if the building were erected
there no doubt we would have occasion
to regret very deeply such a shodt-sighted
policy.

Mi. UNDERWOOD: The hon. member
was wrong inl saying that the High
School reserve could not he obtained for
a university. As a matter of fact it could
be obtained by means of anl Act of Parlia-
menut.

Mr. George: What right have we to do
that?

'Mr. UND)ERWOOD: The right of
Parliament. What right had we to take
Crawley; what right had we to take away
the West Subiaco lands? We were turn-
haig hundreds of people out of their
houses in Perth by Act of Parliament.
It was wrong for the Minister for Lands
to say we could not get the High School
reserve. As a matter of fact there was
fifteen acres available, and wheni the Min-
ister said there was only tenl acres avail-
able, lie was only giving 66 per cent.
fact, the balance being imagination. The
'Minister was again wrong in saying that
thle whole foreshore of the river would
be built on. We had big reserves all
the way down the liver, including
the Old Men' Home, Dalkeith, and
the cemetery. As a matter of fact
it ivas, a part of Perth that could not pos-
sibly have population. Thle park was a
bar to it, and the other reserves were a
bar to it. The people at South Perth
would not be likely to get a ferry direct
to the University; and as they would have
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to go to Perth first, Crawley would be
further away for them than West Subiaco.
According to the Minister there was to
be a problematical tram along the fore-
shore from Fremantle to Perth, but that
was an absurd proposition, considering
the large amount of reserved land the
trains would have to pass through. It
might be a case of looking to the future
for this tram line, but it would be too
far in the future. According to some,
we were to have a tram from Perth to the
University; according to the Minister for
Lands the people would go from Clare-
mont to the University by tram. This
meant a through hram along the fore-
shore; bnt considering how long we bad
heen discussing a railway along the south
side of the river and the long time it
would be before that line was built,
it should lead us to the conclusion that
it would be a very long time indeed be-
fore the trains would be running along
the north side of the river. The Univer-
sity would be confined on the east by the
park, and it was entirely cut off on the
south by the river, while there were big
reserves on the wvest side.

The Premier: There is enough room for
another Snbiaco.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: And so for the
convenience of people wvho were to jive
in a place as big as Subiaco all the other
people in Western Australia were to be
inconvenienced. Those living along the-
railway line would need to get out at
Subiaco and take the tram to the Univer-
sity.

The Minister for Lands: -They will have
to take the tram to the Observatory site.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The University
should he put at West Subiaco. Trains
always travelled faster than tramns, and
train travelling was better than travelling
by tram. The University should be in
close proximity to a Government rail-
way. The Minister for Lands could not
show that Crawley was a site sufficiently
central on which to build the University.

Schedule put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment; and

the report adopted.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

FREM.NANTLE-KALGOORLIE (MER-
EDIN-COOLGARDIE SECTION)

RAILWAY BILL.

Council's Amendment.

Schedule of two amendments made by
the Legislative Council now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Mcflowall iii the Chair, the Mini-

ster for Works in charge of the Bill.
No. 1, Clause 3, line 3.-Strike out

"ten"' and insert "fv.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
referred to the extent of deviation. In
the Bill the Government had taken power
to deviate 10 miles. The amendment re-
duced this to five miles. He moved-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 2.-Add a newv clause to standl as
Clause 8, as follows :-"This Art shall
come into operation on a date to lie fixed
by proclamation : Provided that such pro-
clamtation shall not be made or published
until the Government of the State have
macde arrangements with the Government
of the Commonwealth to allow entry into
Australia of all the plant and material
necessary for the construction of the line
free from the paymeat of all duties of.
cusatonms":

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment was not agreeable to the Gov-
ernment. Apparently the amendment had
been accepted in another place under a
misapprehension. The figures submitted
by the mover of the amendment in another
place were so grossly inaccurate and ex-
travagant that in all probability they had
influenced hon. members in another place,
to accept the amendment. The mover of
tile amendment had declared that at a low
estimate the rails for the undertaking
would cost a million pounds, which was
only about £600,000 more than they would
actually cost. This statement was typical
of the hon. gentleman who tiad moved the
amendment, for a more extravagant or
irresponsible member of Parliament was
not to be found in Australia.
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Honl. Frank Wilson: You must not re- -men in another place were either not cap-
fleet upon a member of another place.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
waes not his intention to refer to any
particular member. It was necessary that
we should understand wvhat had influenced
another place in accepting the amendment,
and the only way of arriving at an under-
standing onl the point was to look through
Hansard and learn what arguments had
been used in justification of the amend-
ment.

Hall. Frank Wilson: What is the duty
on the rails?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For
rails other than British manufacture the
duty would amount to 15 per cent., and
for rails of British manufacture it would
he 5 per cent. It seemed it was necessary
to take the mover of the amendment in
another place seriously, inasmuch as he
had been able to get the amendment
through. That lion. member had declared
thint thre cost of the rails would be a
million pounds, after which lie had pro-
ceeded to say that, in order that the peo-
ple of this State might understand what
it. wais proposed to save to the State by
the amendment, it should he known that
the duly onl the jails would anmon t to
£V50.01)0 or tC200,000. At a later stage
the lion. member had made the definite
stalenient that the duty would be £200,000.
IT was simply' deplorable that. when conl-
,idering a hig question like this, anl 'h lon.
mnemb er should use such extrivagaln
language. As a matter of fact, the duty
onl the rails, if of British manufacture,
would Ibe about £19,000, yet the hon.
memiber wvlo moved the amendment had
stated that it would amount to £200,000.
The hion. member who moved the amend-
nment hrid declared that the price of the
rails for the full extent of the line would
be a million pounds. As a matter of
fact, the cost would be about £3!O,000,
so, rouqlily speaking, the lion. member
was abocut £:600,000 out in his estimate.
Then the lion. nmeniber had declared that
the duty would amount to about V200.000.
Even if the rails wvere of foreign manu-
facture. carry' ing a duty of 15 per cent.,
the total amount would be less than
£:62,00. It seemed that the lion, gentle-

able of or did not take the trouble to
check the figures submitted. At the out-
set the State would perhaps pay about
£62,600 in duty; but it was to he borne
in mind that we were carrying out certain
obligations in respect to the carriage of
the miaterial for the Tranls-Australian
Railway' over our State lines. Already thre
Commnonwealthi had made representation
to the State Government for a reduction
in the freight on these rails, and this re-
quest had been refused. It was to be
remembered that the carriage onl the rails
and fastenings, without taking into con-
sideration the sleepers and other material
to be carried, would amount to, approxi-
mately, £136,000. So it would be seen
that the amiendment proposed that we
should go to the Commonwealth arid ask
them to make a reduction on a sum of less
than £62,000 when wve had already re-
fused the Commonwealth a reduction on
a sum of £E126,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the re-
duction in wliarfage3

The MINISTEiR FOR WORKS: There
had been no reduction made in the wharf-
age chiarges.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Bitt Air. King.
O'Malley says there has beean.

The MI11NISTER FOB WORK~S: The
Federal Minister wvas incorrect in that
regard. There had been no redutction
made other than (haot the Government had
agreed to special arrangements for the
storage of the material at Fremnantle in
the event of there being any difliculty
in movinig it away on its arrival at the
sheds. There had been no reduction miade
in the wharfage charges.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Have you seen
this report?

The 3Jinister for Lands: Yes, that is
w~ron g.

'Mr. George: Do you take anything
i.Nr. O'llalle v says as being correct?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ap-
parently' the Federal Minister had made
a mistake. However, lie would sooner
take the statement of the Federal 'Minister
than lie would of the hion. gentleman who
had moved the amendment. We were all
prone to extravagance in our remarks at
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times, hut there was no man in Australia
who got so wide of the mark as did the
hon. gentleman who had moved the amend-
meit. If we wvere to ask the Commonwealth
for a reduction on this sum of £E62,000
they would repeat their request, which
had been already refused, for a reduction
in the charges for the carriag of the
material, amounting to £E136,000; and if
we were to grant it the State would he the
loser, inasmuch as the amount we were
to collect was greater than the amount
we would have to pay. Seeing that the
amendment was based on an absolute
want of knowledge and that the figures
quoted were so grossly incorrect and ex-
travagant, he did not think the Committee
should take the amendment seriously. He
moved-

That the amnendment be not agreed
to.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Whilst in -clined to agree that we could not well

accept the amendment, because it would
practically be going back on the under-
taking given by previous Governments
that as soon as the Federal Government
were prepared to construct the Trans-
Australian Railway to Kalgoorlie we
would undertake to continue that line to
Fremantle, yet lie could not approve of
the attack made by the Minister upon
an lion, member in another place. That
bon. member in another place had pointed
out that the total cost of the rails, plant,
and other material would run into about
a million pounds.

The M'inister for Works: Only £C600,000
out.

Bon. FRANK WILSON: Certainly the
bon. member in another place had been
a considerable amount out in his figures,
but still that was no reason why the
Minister should take that hon. member
in another place severely to task, because
it could hardly be considered that that
hon. member's forte was railway con-
struction.

The Minister for Works: It is typical
of the hon. member.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was
scarcely right to say that it was typical
of any bon. member. Hon. members in
another place fought their battles out in
good faith, and it was highly disorderly

to even insinuate that someone was doing
something out of order in another place.
We had no right to reflect on any mem-
ber of the Legislative Council. He hoped
the amendment would he sent bac k but
on much wider ground than that of
an erroneous statement. All the amend-
ments wve could pass would not induce
the Federal Government to forego the
duty on the material to be imported for
the State section. All our railwvay
material should be free from duty; that
ought to have been embodied in the Con-
stitution. Where the States were eni-
barking on large expenditure to develop
and people the country, they were assist-
ing the Commonwealth, anti as the Com-
monwealth got its material in free of
duty every State should be in a similar
position. It was absurd that they should]
take from the Treasurer large sums paid
from loan funds in order to get an in-
creased Federal revenue.

Mr. Green: That is used in the develop-
nment of Australia.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Not in the
same sense as by the State Government.

IMr. Green: Is it wasted?
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Many thou-

sands of pounds 'i'ere wasted. Some
millions of money were paid to the Fed-
eral authorities which the States ought
to have. It was taken from the States
when the Constitution never contemplated
such a thing.

Mr. George: Stolen.
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member

should not say "stolen."
Mr. George: Might he use the, word

"filched"?
The CHAIRMAN: No.
Mr. George: Might he say "taken away

unlawfully" 9
The CHAIRMAN: No; that w-as a re-

flection.
Mr. George: I withdraw.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Con-

stitution provided that certain sums
should he returned to the State and after
the Braddon Section ceased the money
had to be returned as might be decided
by the Federal Parliament, but any sur-
plus had to be returned.

The Minister for Works: Should not
we get to the amendmnent?
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The CHAIRAN: The bell. member's
remarks were not relevant.

Holt. FRANK WILSON: If the Fed-
eral Government took from the State
money which was saly required, we
might be excused for protesting against
tile imposition of duly on this material.
His sympathy was with the-new clause.
At the same time we were pledgc.d to con-
struct the line without any reference to
customs duties, and we would stultify our-
selves if we accepted the amendment. The
words of the M1%inister showved that the
Federal Government wanted to get aUl
they could out of the States. They wanted
material carried at cost price, and he was
glad that the Government had refused to
give any concession on the ordinary rail-
way rates.

MAr. George: It is not settled.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The M5iinister

said they had refused the request. A
report from the Department for Home
Affairs signed by the Hon. King O'Mfalley
stated-

Arrangements have been made with
the Government of Western Australia
under which a reduced wvharfage charge
of Is. per ton wvill be charged in respect
of material landed at Fremantle for the
purposes of the railway.

Had the Government informed the Fed-
eral authorities that this paragraph was
~ii error? If no re-duction had been
I ron,odt, it should be contradicted at
on1ce. It was idle for the Federal Gov-
erinec:t to ask for reductions in freights
and wharf'age charges if they were going
to charge the State up to the hilt with
euslomns duties. The Home Affairs fle-
partment circular also stated-

The Government of South Australia
Inns nlso been apl~proached with a view
to arrangements of a somewhat similar
nature being niade with regard to
anuiv 'rial landed at Port Augusta.

The Government should communicate
with the Federal authorities so that there
would he no danger of a misunderstanid-
ing. While they charged uts, he would
not Ildv~e an inch in regard to the State
ehirees.

11r. GEORGE: It had always been con-
trary' to his ideas that loan money used
for railway material should be charged

with ditty. The money was borrowed for
the development of the country and when
(duty had to be paid it became a super-
charge on the material imported.

M~r. Green: You can apply that to
everything that is imported.

Mr. GEORGE: Not so much as to rail-
ways. If the money was collected it
should go to the reduction of loans.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

Reasons for disagreeing with one of the
Council's amendments drawn up by a
committee; the reasons adopted, and a
Messqage accordingly returned to the
Legislativ'e Council.

BJLL-FREMIANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST AMENDMIENT.

Sceonti Reading.

Debate resumed fromn the 19th Sep-
t embe r.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle):
understand this Bill has been introduced
at the request of the Fremantle Harbour
Trust. but in submitlinu: thle measure the
MIiiaist er in chanrge did not go very deeply
into the matters to which the Bill refers.
We tad certainly fro'nt tle Mlinister the
statemjent as to why thle Harbour Trust
ask for the extended powers which it is
p rop~osed to give tinder thle Bill, hut I ami
going- t request lion. members, and es-
pecially lhon, members on this side of the
lons., to weigh the Hill well before giv-
ing- it their support. This is not the
place lperhap~s to enter into a discussion
as to whether the control of public de-
p'artments by trusts or hoards is the best
form of managenienit. but most of uts know
that, as a rule. tine control 1) board or
trust is simptly' the creation of a body
which acts as, a buffer between the public
and the Government, and thle question as
to the resioasibility' of the Government
or the board is freqvlently discussed and
about which op~inions differ very widely.
(Certain it is that the Fremantle Harbour
Trust have very. wide powers indeed and
are charged with the responsibility of
administeingi a department which has
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cost the State a very large amount of
maoney, something like a million and a
half, and it is a growing amount . But I
am bound to say that, so far as the man-
agement of the Fremantle Harbour Trust
is concerned, there cannot be much said
by way of criticism or condemnation
about the manner in which the work has
been tarried out. So far as the present
members of the Trust are concerned, I
have not one word to say either individu-
ally or collectively against their adminis-
tration, hut I am going to ask hon. mem-
bers to consider whether it is wise to ex-
tend thle powers of that body ini the way
the Bill proposes to do. The leader of
the Opposition has; gone very fully' into the
whole subject, giving the reasons raised
lby those who have had to deal with the
Trust, and it is quite unnecessary for me
to travers;e that ground.

Hou. %V, C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ister) : lo you endorse all he savsi

Mr, CARPENTER: Not entirely all
he has said but to sonic of the objections
that have been raised I must say I give
some sympathy because I have tried to
get at the matter from the point of view1Tnot only of the lHarhour Trust themn-
selves, or fromn the merchants' or the ship-
,owners' loint of viewv, hot from the stan-
point of everyone, and above alt that-
-and this I would like hon. members to
'know particularly-what we have to con-
sider is not only the Harbour Trust, or
the shipowners, or the consignees, hut the
effect that certain things may have on the
~eaeral. public-, for after all, the trust and
the ship owners are supposed to exist for
tile ser-vice of the public, and if anything
be done to add to the cost of the work
which is carried on by these bodies, every-

-one knows that the added cost is simply
placed on the consumer, who has. to pay
every tinie. For -some time- past there
has been considerable friction as to the
Trust's- responsibility for goods landed
fromi the ship's slings. The Harbour
Trust Commissioners have refused to ac-
cept any responsibility for goods which
they took from the ship, and it was only
after considerable pressure that they at
last consented to accept that responsi-
hilitv. and in doing so they added, I think

it was 3d. per ton to the charge, increas-
ing it from 15d. to I8d. per ton.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ister) : That is not correct.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is perfectly
right.

Mr. CARPENTER: I think I am cor-
rect, and if the Honorary M3inister turns
up the Harbour Trust minute he will find
that it is so.

Hlon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Handling charges.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Honorary
Minister can pot it that way if he likes.
It was an additional impost on the goods
front the ship to the consumer. Mfy own
opinion is that the 3d. per ton was too
much to cover the responsibility which
the Harbour Trust took.

Hon1. Frank Wilson: Which they
never took.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Harbour
Trust itself has proved howv excessive that
charge was because when the question
was r aised as to whether the goods were
hroached or pillaged on the Fremantle
wharf after the Trust took possession of
them,. thle secretary of thle Trust published
certain figures wvtich have been quoted,
showing1 that the amount paid by thle
Harbour Trust in respect to loss or darn-
age to cargo lauded on the wharf amount-
ed to About £100 per annum. Ali impost
of 3d. per toil on all goods; handled by the
Trust as a set off against a liability of
about £100 per annum! Possibly, of
course. it njight have been more, but for

sevra vars past the claims, have
beeni so few that £100 or thereabouts has
covered the entire sum and yet they have
been taking that 3d. per ton increase to
cover such a small sua.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mlin-
ister) - I say it is not so.

Mr. CARPENTER: The 'Minister will
have a chance of correcting my mistakes
when I have finished. I repeat that it is
so. Then the Harbour Trust refused to
take the responsibility except within the
ordinary working time of the day. I have
no mneans of finding out What thle added
amount came to, hut it must have been a
veryv considerable sum. Tndeed it is said
that the flachnur Trust should also be
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liable for goods landed on the wharf, not
only in daylight, but at other times, and
they have up to the present refused to
take that responsibility; butt the claim has
been pressed and wve now find tiat they
are prepared to acepjt the responsibility
for goods landed after 5 o'clock at night,
but they want along with the power they
have, further unlimited power to increase,
their charges. What the charges will be
next no one knows. They have not told
the Government, and the Government have
not told the House, and these charges
may be anything which in their wisdom
the Trust may consider it necessary to
impose, and the consumer, of course, wvill
have to pay it. I -ask hor. members
whether this body should have such enor-
mous power as that, and whether it wvould
not be better, if it is necessary for them
to impose the increased charge-and I
doubt whether it is necessary to do so-
for this House to have something to say
in the way of declaring what the charge
should be. The other portion of the Bill
to which I take some exception is that
reference to the claim of the Trust to do
the work of stevedoring. If the harbour
was under the direct control of tile Mfin-
ister and run as a Government depart-
meat, then I say at once I should not
raise any objection to this power being

g'ven. In fact I go further than that,
and say tliat if it was a concern solely
managed by the Government and the Gov-
ernment asked that the whole of the wvork
of stevedoring should be dlone by them, I
would raise no objection; but I do object
to the Harbour Trust having the power to
do anything more than load and unload
the State steamers. That is a power
which, of course, we must give the Trust ,
and I do not anticipate that any member
will object to them having that power.
But when we remember that the work of
stevedoring is being done now under fair
conmpetition, and that there has never
been any complaint or objection as to the
maniner in which the work is being done,
I can hardly understand wvhy wve should
make the Harbour Trust another com-
petitor for general stevedoring. The fear
wvhich the merchants and shipowners have
expressed is one which, in my opinion, is

well founded. Hon. members will see at
once that the body which controls the
harbour has an enormous advantage over
other stevedoring companies. Merchants
and shipowners have expressed the fear,
and I think they have every' reason to ex-
press it, that any) ship wvhich puts the
work of loading and unloading into the
hands of the Harbour Trust will naturally
expect to gain some advantage over other
ships that are stevedored by prIivate corn-
lam ies.

Mr. Lander: Do you think they will?
)lr. CARPENTE R: Personally I have

no doubt about it. If the lion,. member
was to become a member of the Harbour
Tlrust lie would give some advantage to
the hoats which gave stevedoring into his
hands,

Mr. Lander: There would soon be a
row.

Mr. CARPENTER: There will be a
row, and I ask the lion. member to re-
member that when (lealing with the Bill
in Committee. It is not claimed that the
wvork of stevedoring will lie done any
more chcftply or expeditiously by the
Harbour Trust.

Mr. Lander: The Bill does not say
that they are going to do it at all.

Ili% CARPENTER: No, but it puts
the power into their hands, and from
what I know of the Trust they will ex-
eivise it on every possible occasion, and
the result will be friction and dissatisfac-
lion, which are now fort unately absent
from the work on the wharves. I am
hopeful that when wve get this Bill into
Committee hon. members will give the
fullest consideration to the objections I
have raised. The Honorary Minister in
his reply may be able to answer some of
those objections, but whilst for the pre-
sent I am prepared to give power to the
Har-bour Trust to stevedore the State
steamers, I think it would he unwise to
further extend that body' 's powers.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) : I support
the Bill. This is another of those little
honest Bills that are characteristic of
the Labour party. The Bill only says that
the Harbour Trust may do this work; it
does not say that they will do it.

Mr. Carpenter: Is that honest?
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Air. LANDER: ,It is honest. When we
realise that the Government have spent
over one and a half million pounds in
and about the harbour of Fremantle, I
think we should give the Trust power to
control the cranes and the different ap-
pliances of the harbour. Io other parts
of the world the controlling body has
power to take charge of the machinery of
the port if it is hung uip by any ship. It
may suit a ship on some occasion to delay
the work of the harbour by hanging up
this plant, and if the power contained in
the Bill is riven to the Harbour Trust
that body will be able to say "Get on with
the work or we will do it for you." I find
also that there is provision made that the
boats need not be unloaded by the Trust.
Clause 4 reads-

,Mr. SPEAKER: Order. The hon.
member miust not read. clauses; lie must
diseuss the principles of the Bill.

Mir. LANDER: I apologise. But when
there is a prvso of that nature in the
Bill [ atm sure hon. members will give it
their support. As I said before, it is one
of those honest little Bills that are charac-
teristic of this side of the House.

'Ar, GEOROtE (Murray-Wellington)
Whilst I coligratuldate thle hon. member
for East Perth on his honest admiration
of the side of the House on which he sits.
I cnnot add my word of complete ap-
probation to this Bill.

MNr. Lander: It cuts into your friends,
perhaps.

Mtr. GEORGE: T occupy the unique
position of not having a friend on God's
earth. The objection. I have to the Bill
is that it seemns to me to be a further step
in the absolute interference with the right
of the individual to employ his labour as
hie thinks fit. Why should the Harbour
Trust take on these additional dnties'. Tt
is all very well for hon. members, who
wish to spatter butter about, to say that
the Harbour Trust have done such good
work. I amn not satisfied that they have
done bettor work than the Railway De-
partment did when they had the harbour
in their hands ten or twelve years ago.
but I tin satisfied that their work has not
returned as much profit to the State as
was returned by the handling of the traffic

when the harbour was controlled hy the
Railway Department. I make bold to
state the reason why. In connection with
the Harbour Trust at the present time,
there is scarcely one man who has had
any particular training in the work he has
to do.

Mr. Lander: That is an insult to the
public officers of the Harbour Trust.

Air. GEORGE: I am voicing my
opinion as I have a right to do.

Air. Lander: You are insulting officers
who cannot defend themselves.

Mrt. GEORGE: I say that the very con-
stitution of the Harbour Trust is not con-
ducive to their being able to do the work
as well as it was done by the Railway De-
partment, and the reason is not far to
seek. The officers in the Railway Depart-
ment were men whose life's training fitted
them for that work, whereas the men em-
ployed by thle Harbour Trust are not those
who have nude Ithis work a specialty.
They are good men and honourable men,
no doubt, but not by special training to
be considered as experts in the work they
undertake. in regrard to the stevedoring,
it is all very well to say that it is not likely
to interfere much with. the private eorn-
panics, and that the Bill only says that
the Trust may do the work if they choose;
but does any hon. member think for a
single moment that when the Harbour
Trust commence stevedoring, the master of
a ship coming into port -will not endea-
vour ton get his ship unloaded by thie
Trust ?

rhe Minister for Lands: If that is his
choice, why should he not have that rightI

M1r. GEORGE:- Of course if it is his
choice, hie should have that right, but the
argument has been put forward that tie
giving of this power is not likely to inter-
fere in that way. I say and T am sore
hon. members will agree with me that any
master of a ship coming- here would
naturally be more inclined to get his ship
unloaded hy the Harbour Trust's em-
ployees than by the employees of a ipri-
rate stevedoring firm, for the simple rea-
son that if stevedoring was undertaken by
the Trust the whole of the officials of that
body would have to work together to give
quick despatch, and it would he naturally
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thought that quicker despatch would be
given to a boat attended to by the Her-
hour Trust employees than to a ship at-
tended to by private stevedores. I ask
the Government what wrong has been
done by the private stevedoring bodies in
Fremantle? I understand that there are
three of those bodies and that they have
their own men who stick to them year in
aind year out.

Mfr. Carpenter: They prefer to work
for them.

Mr. GEORGE: In the circumstances,
wvhat re~ason call there possibly be wvhy
these men's livelihood and business should
be interfered with!? If the Honorary
Mlinister hod been able to show that in the
present state oif affairs ship~s cannot be ex-
piedi tiously a ad cheaiply unloaded I could
uinderst and the Bill, hut hie (lid not at-
tempt to show anything of the sort. All
lie attempted to show was that this
was a little Bill which would enable the
Harbour Trust, if they Chose and if they
were so asked, to do this particular wvork.
One would have thought that before em-
barking on a further stage of interfer-
ence with private enterprise some reason
would have been shown for it, but the bion.
member, inadvertently no doubt, did not
show the shortcomings of those persons
dealing with the traffic at the present
time.

Hon. W. C. Anlgwin (Honorary Min-
i. ter) : There is no intention to interfere
With them.

Mr. GEORGE: I take the hon. mem-
her's word that there is no intention of
interfering with them, but the leader of
the Opposition and the member for Fre-
mantle have shown that the effect of the
Bill will be to interfere with them. In
the circumstances we naturally pause, and
we ask members to pause, before consent-
ing to legislation which is interfering with
the livelihood of men against whom no
complaint is made.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honoran' Mfin-
ister) : It is only a permissive Bill.

Mr. GEORGE: The result of this per-
missive Bill is that these Then's livelihood
will be interfered with, because no master
will employ a private stevedore if he can
deal with the Harbour Trust. All the de-

partments of the Harbour Trust being
together, it will be a natural feeling on
their part to help along their own work.
It is a feeling we all have, and if the
whole of the members of this House were
working for the Trust at the present time,
aind there arose the question of helping
the Harbour Trust in unloading, we
should feel it our duty to bell) them
through.

H~on. W. C. Angwiu (Hlonoraiy Min-
ister) : That has been denied times out
of iiumber when tli chalairman ito the
Harbour Trust was chief stevedore at the
port.

.Ar. GEORGE: It may have been, and
I am not throwing ally doubt u pon the
bona fides of those whol made thle deniial,
but it is only human nature, and after all
is saidi and done hUnia n natuore comies out
onl top. The human nature pa rt of it is
that the feelings of the employees of the
Trust will be to expedite matters for the
sake of the credit of the Trust and the
port. 'Masters of ships know Lull
wvell how difficulties may be overcome,
and if they come to a port where they, can
get the work done byI the Trust wre can
rely onl it thnt they will ask that the work
be done for them by the Trust. As to
the reference by the member for
East Perth, the Harbour Trust have
perfect control over the aplhiane,;
and if it is the opinion of the
official who haes charge of the appli-
anees that the cranes are being unduly
delayed, he has power to deal with it,
and deal with it promptly. If a ship is
desirous of remaining in port on demur-
rage it is scarcely likely she will be using
cranes. It may possiby suit her to re-
main unloaded, but if the ship desires to
remain in the port it will suit her a !-rest
deal better to get her cargo out than to
keep it in her holds and delay* and dis-
appoiiit the consignees of the goods. The
lion, member's argument will hardly hold
water. This Bill is another step in social-
istic legislation. We have seen, a ,ew
sters taken this sessioii. and probably- we
shall see a few more, and I oly hope
before the session is done, when the
Government have just finished putting the
tail-end to their sorialistic programme,



[24 SEprningn, 1912.]191

they wilt allow us the privilege of retain-
ing our homes.

Thle MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. Bath) :Thie leader of the Opposition
is usually quiet and self-possessed when
dealing with legislation and other mat-
ters that come before the House, but lat-
terly, when it gels to a question of inter-
vention by the State in any undertaking
lie has% been inclined to see red and run
amok. The member for Alprray-Welling-
ton, who followed the leader of the Op-
position on somewhat similar lines, has
furnished most effective arguments in
favour of the Bill. Ile tells us that the
trouble tlint nify be occasioned by the
Bill is that the Harbour Trust may pt
some zeal and desire for the credit of the
harbour into the operation of stevedlor-
ing, and that by so doing they may
create a preference oil the part of the
ship owners and agents for the work to
be carried out by the Trust Commissioners
to the exclusion of private stevedores.
What are we here for but to see that
the work is carried out expeditiously and
wvith zeal and tb the advantage of those
who are using the conveniences of the
Fremnantle Harbour Trust? Therefore,
if we can secure that result, as the hon.
member is evidently afraid we can, I
think it is the duty of every patriotic
member of the House to give this mea-
sure his fullest support. As a matter of
fact there is nothing to fear from this
measure either from the point of view of
the leader of the Opposition and the
member for Mfurray-Welliogton or
from the point of view of the
member for Fremantle; because if,
as the leader of the Opposition
suggests, this is one of those disas-
trous undertakings which it is unwise
for us to enter into, it will not take very
long for the Commissioners to exercise
their permissive power and convince the
ship owners, the public and all concerned
that it is unwise for this to be continued.
I take it the public protest would he so
strong that the power given by this Bill
would be discontinued and at a very
early' date. If, on the other hand, the
Commissioners are able to fulfil this ditty
in as satisfactory a manner as they have

carried out the other duties entrusted to
them, then I submit from the point of
view of the member for Fremiantle, the
Bill is a desirable one to support. The
member for M1urray-Wellington tries
to draw a comparison between control by
the Railway Department and control by
the Harbour Trust Commissioners. He as-
serts when the Railuay Deportment con-
trolled the harbour they had men who
were accustomed to that particular kind
of work, men who had had long experi-
ence at it and were therefore in a posi-
tion to give satisfaction; but the hon.
member in his position of controlling
head of the Railway Diepartmnent had not
that experience. I presume lie took the
wise course, one that any other controll-
ing body would take, that of employing
men of experience in the direct and ac-
last control, and profited thereby; and
the members of the Harbour Trust are
in precisely the same position as the
head of the Railway Department. They
can employ practical men, men with ex-
p~erienee. and can give, as they have given,
equal if not better satisfaction than
when the harbour "'as uinder the control
of the Railway Department. Naturally
we anticipate that in connection with an
undertaking of this kind there will be
grumblers. There are grumblers in re-
gard to the railway administration, but I
maintain that all the evidence goes to
show that since the harbour has been
under the control of the Trust, the Cow-
missioners have given a satisfactory atc-
count of their stewardship. Moreover
we have in the case of Bunbury further
evidence that the placing of the control
of a harbour in a trust has led to im-
proved methods and to solicitude for the
good name of the harbour, and has re-
sulted in improved facilities and greater
satisfaction to those using the harbour.
I cannot understand what objection can
be offered to this permission, because
after all, this permission is being given
to the Harbour Commissioners only when
they are requested to exercise the func-
tion of stevedores. Surely above all
other members the member for Fre-
mantle does not want uts to maintain a
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close corporation for those who are act-
ing in I hat capacity at the present timne?

Mr. Carpenter : There is no close
corporation now.

The MINITSTER FOR LANDS : Thea
what is the objection to one more com-
petitor?

Mr. Carpenter :Because the one more
competitor will have the whip-band
over others.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : There
can be no whip-hand. If one more com-
petitor enters the ring how can there
be a whip-hand it will be entirely a
question of the value and efficacy of
the service rendered. The Trust will only
have the whip-hiand if, as the stevedores
fear, and as the leader of the Opposition
fears, they can prove they can do the
work better than it is done at present.
That is the kernel of the objection of the
leader of the Opposition, but I am greatlyv
surprised to hecar the member for Fre-
mantle support that objection. If we
were seekitig by this Bill to say that the
Commissioners should have the sole right
to exercise this power there might be
some reason for the objection urged by
the members opposite, hut we are merely
giving the Trust opportunities where
agents or owners ask for it. Where it is
the desire of the owner, we permit the
Commisioners to do as he requests; and
why should the owner be restricted to his
choice: why should lie not have the right
if he util Ises the harbour, to ask that
the Commissioners should do his work? It
is absurd to restrict him to that extent.
It is only in that direction that restric-
tive propositions enter, and it is in that
sense that the leader of the Opposition
appears to have caught the member for
Fremantle with his birdljime.

Mr. Carpenter: He has not been caught
at all.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
bon. member in dealing with this Bill
ought to be glad to give a public tirust,
acting directly under the control of the
administrative authorities, the right to
prove their mettle in this respect; and if
they can prove that they can carry out
the work with greater economy and effic-
iency they are taking a step in the right

direction. If the experiment is not jus-
tified by the result of their operations,
it is a matter that can easily be retraced
and mended by an amending Bill.

Hon. Flank Wilson: But you cannot
get your stevedores going again in five
months.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
stevedores will be going all the time. We
are not seeking to deprive them; we are
not trying- to wipe them out and say the
Harbour Trust shall do the whole work.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then why are you
asking for the power.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Be-
cause there is evidence that ship-owvners
and others seem to think the Harbour
Trust should do the work and not the
stevedores.

lRon. Frank Wilson : Every steamship
owner ill the place has written against it.
In fact no one tias asked for it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then
if no one has asked for it the Commis-
sioners are not likely to exercise the
power.

lon. Frank Wilson: The hon. member
must be very innocent.

The -MINISTER FOR. LANDS: These
powers shall only he exercised at the de-
sire of the shipowners or agents.

Holl. Frank Wilson: The Trust will take
very good care that they will desire it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
lhon, member iq seeing red again; lie has a
IKing Charles' head wvhichli e trots out at
every opportunity.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You will miake as
big a mistake over the Trust work as you
made over the Land Regulations.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
really a matter of regret that the hon.
member,' who once had the reputation for
being at least level-headed and for having
the average amount of common sense,
should suddenly lose his balance on this
and other matters. Leaving out the ques-
tion of the administration of the Lands
Department, which I am prepared to deal
with and justify and prove the advantage
of at the proper juncture-

Hon. Frank Wilson: You know what
the views of your lumpers' union are on
this.

. 1
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Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): They have never discussed it at
a full meeting.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They have con-
demned it.I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
quite probable and possible that on many
things the lumpers' union may be in a
minority and may oppose a measure which
is of benefit to the whole community. They
are not the final arbiters as to the wisdom
of this.

lion. rank Wilson: If the ship owners,
merchants, and lumpers are against it,
surely there must be some reason for their
opposition.

Thle MNINISTER FOR LANDS: I do
not agree with the lion. member. He has
produced no evidence that these are all
against the Bill. Onl the other ]land we
have evidence that there has been a re-
quest from some quarters.

Mir. Carpenter: W-here is it?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If

there are only a few who think they can
get better satisfaction-

Hon. Frank Wilson: There are none.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There

are. The hioii. member is absolutely
wrong.

Honl. Frank Wilson: Tell us who there
are.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are. It is of no use the hion. member talk-
ing in that foolish fashion. There are,
and if they consider that the Harbour
Trust can do it more effectively they ought
to have the necessary right. The lion.
member wants to restrict them. He says,
"We will not give you the right to go
to the people y ou want to do the work,
we will compel you to go to our friends."
Surely that is restrictive legislation if
ever there wvas such. I object to that.
I say there ought to be free right to those
utilising the harbour to 'have their work
carried out by whomsoever they desire
should do it. If they desire that the Har-
bour Trust should do it, then the Harbour
Trust ought to have the permissive right
to carry out the wvork. It shows how un-
satisfactory are the arguments advanced
against the Bill when lion, members say
we are afraid to give the Har-bour Trust

the opportunity of proving whether they
can do the work more effectively than those
who are carrying it out.

Mr. George: The onus of proof is on
you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Oh,
nonsense.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Mini-
ster-in reply) : I arn rather surprised at
some of the opposition which has been
levelled against the Bill, more particu-
larly at that coming from the leader of
thle Opposition. As the Minister for
Lands has said, a good deal of the oppo-
sition against a portion of the Bill is
inspired by the fear Flint thle servants of
the Harbour Trust will be able to (10 the
work more effectively in the interests of
the principal port of Western Australia.
The lender of the Opposition tried to showv
that lie wvas the only one wvho had the in-
terests of the lumper at heart. He tried
to show that in the event of these powers
being granted to the Harbour Trust the
lumper who had offended the foreman
wvould be debarred from ever obtaining
further employment on the wharves; and
he emphiasised that statement. He gave
uts an illustration of an incident which lie
said had taken place in regard to the
steamer "Tysla," which was in port a few
days ago. The hion. member pointed out
that four men were told that unless they
left th~at steamer and wvent to work for
the foreman of the Harbour Trust they
would not at any future period be en-
gaged by the Trust. But the leader of
the 'Opposition did not put that case
quite fairly before hion. mnembers. These
four men to whom he referred wvere em-
ployees of the Harbour Trust. Occasion-
ally the employees of the Harbour Trust
have to *be engaged in connection with
puting cargo into the lighters in the riyer,
and these four men were engaged to go
on to another steamer when this work was
about completed. But they were told
by a certain firm of stevedores that the
other steamer was not quite ready, and
that if they would assist those stevedores
for an hour or two in straigteaing tip the
eargso in a certain steamer they would be
able to go to their other work when the
time arrived. To oblige the stevedores
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they started on the steamer, Hut the
work took rather longer than they had an-
ticipated, and then they were told, "If you
leave the job to go to the work for which
you were engaged previously, we 'will re-
port you to your association and you will
be fined accordingly." As a matter of
fact, they were never told by the foreman
that if they did not go they would never
get work again. They were, indeed, the
first to be employed by the Harbour Trust
on the following day.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
their work,'

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN
ster) : No.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
proved my statement.

Did they leave

(Honorary 'Mini-

Then you have

Hon. W. C. AN'GWIN (Honorary Mini-
ster) :I have iiot. As I have said, they
were tile first men to be employed next
morning on the work for which they had
been previously engaged, and I under-
stand they are to-day employed by the
Harbour Trust. These statements are
made for the purpose of leading men
astray. We have been told that a mono-
poly would be created if the Harbour
Trust were given this power. The niemi-
her for Murray-Wellington said there was
not a master who would not engage the
Harbour Trust to unload his ship. But
has the hion. member taken into considera-
tion the fact that loading and unloading is
done by contract, and the disadvantage
the Harbour Trust would be under in
competition seeing that their charges have
to he fixed by regulation, approved by
the Governior-in-Council and laid on the
Table of the House, and that any hion.
member can object to them and move that
they be disallowed? 'Moreover, it has to
be remembered that their charges are open
to inspection by those with whom they
must compete in the loading and unload-
ing of steamers. How, then, could the
Harbour Trust successfully enter into
such competition with a private steve-
doring firmt? It shows that the attempt
which has been made, not only here but
at Fremantle, to read certain things into
the Bill, has been done for the benefit of
a few who at present have a monopoly of
the work of unloading ships at Freniantle.

At one time it was repeatedly stated that
a certain gentleman in the stevedoring
business, who at that time held the posi-
tion of chairman of the Harbour Trust,
secured the bulk of his work through his
holding of that position. The statement
that his position in the Harbour Trust
assisted that gentleman in his avocation
was consistently denied; yet we are now
told that if the Harbour Trust do this
wvork all masters will run to the Trust
to have their ships unloaded. It was
surprising to me that the leader of the
Opposition should spend so much time in
trying to show that the Harbour Trust
wanted to get away from their liability.
In 1906 the Government, of which the
leader of the Opposition was then a mem-
ber', brought in a Hill giving the Harbour
Trust powers which they did not pre-
viously possess for the purpose of ex-
enipting them from their liahilities, and
in 1907 the hion. gentleman's Government
brought in a regulation exempting the
Trust from liability for goods unloaded
after certain hours. 'This regulation was
made uinder an Act of Parliament which
the lion, member introduced into the
House. At that time it was pointed out
that it would he wrong for the State to
take liability for goods over which the
Trust had no Control.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But they have
control.

Ron. W. C. ANO WIN (Honorary M.Nini-
ster) : 'The Minister at that time allowed
hion. members to believe it-

Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not think
I spoke on it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Mlini-
ster) :Was there ever a Bill brought in
by the hion. member's Government which
did not have his concurrence? The lion.
member's Government made a law and
passed an Act to enable the Trust to get
rid of a liability, and to-day the hion.
member savs it is unfair. The member
for Fremantle pointed onit in regard to
this matter that the Harbour Trust made
a charge of 3d. per ton for the express
purpose of meeting this liability. I want
to give that a direct denial.

My. Carpenter: They made the charge
to evade the liability.
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H-ou. W. C. AXGWLN (Honorary 2lin-
ister) :The hon. member for Fremantle
does not Know what took place when the
Harbour Trust took on the unloading of
cargo.

Mr. Carpenter: I took it from the Har-
bour Trust's report.

Ho,,. W. C. ARC-WIN (Honorary Alin-
ister): As a matter of fact goods up to
that time wvere handled by the shipowners,
and the shipowners stated that the
amount of handling charges was not suf-
ficient.

Hon,. Frank Wilson: You are wrong
there.

1-Ion. AV. C. ARC-WIN (Honorary AfiR-
ister) : The Harbour Trust went into the
question and stated, when requested by
the merchants-not the shipowners-to
take over the handling of goods on the
wharves, that they would not do it at the
price, but would handle the goods if the
price were raised from Is. 3d. to Is. 6d.,
and the merchants at once agreed to pay
the extra price so that the Harbouir Trust
might handle the goods. The Harbour
Trust takes liability for all goods
handled in the ordinary hours of working.
The Leader of the Opposition pointed
out the dissatisfaction which existed with
regard to the handling of goods by the
Harbour Trust. It is interesting to note
that a good many of the complaints have
been broupht about because there has been,
a change in the personnel of the board.
Never sinee (lie formation of the Harbour
Trust at Fremantle has the personnel of
the board been so satisfactory to the
State as it is to-day. We hare State
representation for the first time.

lion. Freak Wilson : Had jot you
better juote the report on the 3d. a ton
first?'

IHon. AV. C. ANGWiX (Honorary
.1Iinisier) : We have persons holding re-
sponsible pawitious sucth as that of chair-
man of the Chamber of Commerce, who
are sendin- on resolutions condemning
this Bill. As far as the Fremantle Chamn-
her of Coinuiteree is concerned, letters have
been ent and have been published in the
Pre,,s coidenining the Bill, but. as a mat-
ter of tect. that body has never considered

the Bill. It haes been the shipping por-
tion of the Chamber of Commerce which
dealt with it. It has been the shipowners
representatives in committee who carried
these resolutions and the Chamber as a
whole have never considered thefjill. In
discussing the work of the Harbour Trust
we find the chairman of the Fremantle
Chamber of Commerce very strong in his
criticism. He pointed out that the Har-
bour Trust should be relieved of the duties
cast on them, and that it would be much
better if the shipowvners, or someone
else, had control. It is not necessary for
me to say that his chief is not now chair-
man of the Harbour Trust. I have the
minutes of a South Australian Royal
Commission on wvharves, which sat at
Fremantle, and the president of the Fre-
mantle Chamber of Commerce was asked:

Have there been any serious corn-
plaints from those merchants outside
concerning the management here?

His reply was-
I do not k-now of any. Occasionally

there may be a little congestion now
and again such as inight occur any-
where. If you look at the shed the
Trust have recently built you will see
they arc looking ahead of the present
time, wvhich is what we wish them to do.
It does not mean of eourse that the
Trust necessarily do that, hut the body
of men we have here are doing it.

What stronger words of approval could
be used? This came from a man whose
chief at the tinie was head] of the Trust,
huit itnuredintely a change was made and
the workers4 got reyresentation, this eon-
dernnntinn bHke, phue right and left,
without anly really great change in the
management. The work of the Trust I
say has heen carried wit satisfactorily.
No complaints whatever have bee-i made,
and I am Justified in saying the permis-
sion asked for in this Bill-it is iiarely
a permissive Bill-should be grranted
them. The leader of thc Opposition dealt
exhaustively with figures placed before
him in regard to the tallies made.

Hou. Frank Wilson: Very had, were
they not?

Hion. IT. C. AXGWTN (Honorary 'MIin-
ister) : The lion. member referred to five
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steamers. With regard to the first, he
showed there was a difference of 1,073 in
the actual tally made and the actual goods
delivered. On making inquiries I have
found that there is only one case that
could betraced in which there has been
a difference of 1,000 packages.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I should hope
SO.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : And in that case the tally clerk
lost the sheet on which lie had mnade the
tally, an accident which is liable to hap-
pen to any person. That is the only in-
stance. It shows how hard up the ship.
owners are for facts to prove the incom-
petence of the servants of the Harbour
Trust wvhen they have to bring forward a
case of accident to show large discrepan-
cies in the work.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the
others then'?

Hon. WV. G. ANOW1'"IN (Honorary.1Min-
ister) : If the hon. member visited Fre-
mantle when an inter-State steamer came
in he would know that the cargo was
rushed out from almost all parts of the
ship. As a matter of fact the time of
getting away is the first thing they con-
sider. All classes of cargo arc heaped
together, and thrown out in heaps and it
is almost impossible to tally it. When we
consider that every available portion of
the ship is discharging, it is a wonder
that the difference in the tallies is not
more considerable.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What is the good
of' the tally at all with those figures?

Hon. W_ C. ANGININ (Honorary Min-
ister): I wish to show that, as far as the
inteIr-State boats are concerned, every
endeavour is made to keep a correct tally
but it is more than any human being can
do. There has not been a man yet who
could keep a correct tally at these steam-
ers. To show that the shipowners are
sAatisfied with the tallying of the officials
of the Harbour Trust, I might mention
that they accept the cart notes only on all
outward cargo without any cheek being
made. They are perfectly satisfied with
the tally made for outward cargo and ac-
cept the cart notes.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is export
cargo.

Hon. W. C2. ANG-WIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : Yes.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- They all put
their own officers at each hatch.

Hion. W. C. ANGWTN (Honorary Min-
ister) : No, they take the Harbour Trust
notes and sign them, and are perfectly
satisfied with the notes offered by the
Trust. If members look into the ques-
tion thoroughly they will find that the
shipping companies admit that it is diffi-
cut to keep a correct tally in connection
with these boats, as they are so rushed for
time. The hon. member dealt fully with
the matter of claims,

Ion. Frank Wilson: What is the ex-
cuse for these other boats?

Hon. W. C. ANG-WIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : The leader of the Opposition
pointed out that the Harbour Trust rave
receipts which exempted them from lia-
bility for the express piirpose of avoid-
ing a liability which they should accept.
In other words, hie said that they made
their receipts out in a certain way for the
express purpose of avoiding liability
which they should rightly and justly take,
or ins tructed their tally clerks to give re-
ceipts of this description to avoid their
legal. responsibilities. Mtl of their tally
clerks are instructed to keep) a correct
tally as far as possible. They arc in-
structed to see that if goods are in good
order, a clean receipt should be given.
I am dealing now with the ordinary hours
of labour because the hon. member ex-
empted the Trust with regard to goods
landed after hours. The clerks are also
instructed with regard to damaged goods.
to give a cla used receipt. The hon. mem-
ber is aware that a large quantity of goods
that come to Fremantle are goods that
have been transhipped, a large numher
of the packages have been opened prior
to coming to Fremantle. They are nailed
up with boards which are not the original
boards.

Hoin. Frank Wilson: A very small
percentage indeed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : A good many packages that come
to Western Australia have been repacked
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in the other States and immediately the
tally cleiks see that they have been open-
ed, a thing which can easily be detected,
they give a elaused receipt.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why 3
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-

ister) : How do they know that these
goods have riot been tampered with since
leaving port? They have no knowledge,
alid for their own protection, and the
protection of the funds of the State, it is
necessary to give a elaused receipt ex-
empting the Trust from liability.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The goods are
sent in the original cases, and they would
never dream of repacking; that is too
thin.

Hon. W. C. ANGWiN' (Honorary -Mini-
ister) :The original packages tran-
shipped-

Ron. Frank Wilson: Are never inter-
fered wvithi.

Hon. W. C. ANG-WIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : When packages which come out
of the ship's hold between 8 am, and
5 p.m. do not appear to have been tam-
pered with, a clean riieipt is given for
them.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Tell us about
numbers 2, 3, and 4.

Ron. W. C. AVNGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : They were after hours.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.

Hon. AV. C. ANO WIN (Honorary Mini-
ister) : The hon. member dealt fully with
the small quantity of goods for which no
claims had been made. I wish to explain
why. in a large numbei of instances,
,claims are not made. Ships' cargo is
mixed; the cargo which is wanted at Perth
is intermixed With that for Fremantle.
and hundreds of packages are sent to
Perth which should remain at Fremantle,
and of which the Harbour Trust do not
make a tallyv.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why do you send
them to Perth'3

Mr. M1ale: It does not say much for
the Harbour Trust.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : When the tally is made uip it is
found that those packages are short and
thle fnvlt is that those pakages--

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who handles
them?

Hon. IV. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : The private stevedores. When
these packages are returned there is no
necessity to make a claim for them. Only
the other day one firm found that a lot
of windmills were missing.

Hot). Frank Wilson: Who handles
the goods?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : The stevedores you are fighting
for.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do they charge
for them-2s. a ton?

Hon. W. C. ANGIVWIN (Hlonorary Mini-
ister) : No. I was saying that the other
day a number of windmills were missing
wvhen the tally was made. Of course there
was a shortage, and the Trust were re-
quested to investigate and make due in-
quiry wvhere these windmills were. They
could not he found anywhere. Now these
were some windmills for which no receipt
was given. Eventually after some delay
they wvere found at Brisbane. They were
never taken out of the ship at Frenmantle
byv the private stevedore for whom the
hon. member is fighting, and they were
not handed over to the Trust, and yet the
hon. member wvould request that in such
conditions the Harbour Tr-ust should give
a receipt for receiving these goods which
Were still in tile ship.

Hon. Fin k Wilson: I ne-er said such
a thing. They do not give receipts for
wvhat is 1)ut out of the ship let alone what
is still in it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN (Honorary Min-
ister) : Not after hours.

Ron. Frank Wilson: 'Not at any time,
according to this statement I have.

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : A few days ago there were 50
eases of nilk missed. The hon. member
wrould ask uts to Jpay compensation for the
loss of these packages, that the Trust offi-
cials should give a clear receipt for them
though they did not receive them, because
their tally did not come up to manifest
presented to them by the owners, yet these
cases were eventually found in Tasmania.
The other day another ship short-landed
29 cases of tea, which were eventually re-
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turned from Sydney; in another ease 30
coils of wire were over-carried to Ocr-
aldton; in another case six sacks of seed
were returned from Melbourne,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do you mean to
say the owners of thiese, goods I have
quoted have not claimed for them?

Hon. W. C. ANGWT"IN (Honorary Min-
ister): In the instances I have pointed
out, where the manifests are short, and
later on the goods arc brought to the
port by other ships, hut for which the
hoii. member thinks the Trust should take
the responsibility, claims are not made
because eventually the goods are re-
turned. The hon. member knows that in
almost every one of these instances
where claims are not made it is because
the goods have been eventually returned
to the port.

Hon. Frank Wilson : That has. noth-
ing to d& with the figures you are dealing
with. I am referring to receipts for car-
go delivered.

Hion. W. C. ANOWVIN (Honorary Min-
isnter) : Take the second ease; there was
a claim made for 132 packages. There
were in all 914 packages and claims were
made for 1.32. These packages were
eventually returned, and thereby there
was no necessity to put in a claim.

lion. Frank Wilson : You are wrong;
the packages were delivered hut were
delivered, according to your tally man,
in a damaged condition. The ultimate
result was that only .132 were paid for
showing that 700 were in a sound ion-
ditiozi, which was bad tallying.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Mfin-
ister) : One of the first cases that came
before the Trust when the hon. member
approved of the exemption regulation,
-was dealing withi a bale of hops. When
the importer came to take over the hale
of hops he found that it was slightly
stained, and he refused to take delivery,
but the Trust refused to take any re-
sponsibility as the hops had not been
delivered in the ordinary bours of labour.
It was proved conclusively that the stain-
was easily discernible on the package by
daylight but could not be seen by electric
light. No person could realise that the
hops. were damaged at the time they

were taken from the ship, but the hon.
member would wish that under such con-
ditions the Trust should pay damages
in regard to these goods. As a matter
of fact the damage was brought about
through a cask in the ship's hold spring-
ing a leak.

Hon. Frank Wilson :They would
have damages against the ship.

Ron. W. C, ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : The hon. member would say the
case was against the Trust.

Hon. F'raiik Wilson : They are mak-
ing a charge.

lion. W. C. ANOWVIN (Honorary M1in-
ister) : They are not. The Trust are
taking no responsibility in regard to un-
loading cargo after ordinary working
hours. The bon. member has pointed out
that the trust take all responsibility so far
as tallying is concerned. During the year
ended the 30th June, 1911, cargo,
lauded into sheds and consigned to the
country per rail was 25,692 tons, and
cargo landed into the sheds was 181,582
tons. Thus the cargo tallied by the
Trust officials was 207.514 tons. There
were consigned direct from the -ship into
the trucks 224,059 tons, and transhipped
into ligh11ters for consignment up the
Swan River, 9737 tons. Thus the cargo
not talliedl hy the Trust was 313,796 tons.
This cargo internixes with the Harbour
Trust tally' and the other tally, andI it is
almost impossible in taking out cargo
which is not set aside for each delivery
by the ship-owner or stevedore to see that
it is properly delivered into the sheds
or elsewhere as the case may be. In
such circumstances there is every pos-
sibility, with such a -large number of
packages, of goods being sent to other
parts, and thereby the tally by the Trust
cannot come up to the ship's manifest
until eventually these goods are re-
turned. If there are 100 packages coming
to Fremnantle and there are 510 packages
for Perth, and 70 packages are put into
the lighter to go to Perth then the tally
for Frenman tle will. be 20 packages
short. That is the posifion. These pack-
a~gps are brought back eventually and
then the tallies are rectified, and conse-
,rlently there are no0 claims made out
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though the lion, member wishes us to
believe there arc.

Honi. Frank Wilson: Your tally clerks
tally every package on to the wharf or
on to the lighter.

Hon. W. C. ANO WIN (Honorary M1ii-
ister) : Every endeavour has been made
to keep a correct tally, and to see that
the merchants, of the port are protected,
and to see that the ship should be dis-
charge-d as early as possible in the best
interests of the port and of the people.
Endeavour has been made to say that a
good deal of the cargo which has been
missed and ullaged has been so dealt with
at Fremantle; and an effort has been
made to try to get some proof in regard
to such statements. If the lion, member
read all that letter he has instead of
extracts lie would see that attempts have
been made to try to throw on the menl
who work oil the wharves at Fremantle
an allegation which they do not merit.

Hon. Frank Wilson :Have you not
prosecuted some of them9

Hon. W. C. ANGWVIN (Honorary Mlin-
ister) :There may have been an odd
ease or two, but it does not exist to the
extent the hion. member's friends re-
fer to. On many oecasions what has
said to be b)roached cargo has been
brought about by those responsible in
regard to the stores on the ship. Special
detectives have been engaged, taken from
the detective force of the State, to keep a
vigilant watch to see whether the loss of
:goods said to have taken place at Fre-
mantle actually occurs there. They
have been there at all times, unknown
to the men eumployed, but they have been
unable to prove, after strict inquiry and
careful watch, that ullaging does exist
at Fremantle to any extent. The ship-
owners say it does exist, but the detec-
tives, employed by the Trust themselves '
asqsttedl by detectives from the police
force of thie State, have been unable to
prove that it exists at Fremantle. The
present what-finger. Captain Cleary, who
has had experience equal to any manl in
Western Australia, who has travelled
tlirouzhout almost every port in the

world, and who has some years been en-
gaged in the inter-State trade, says that
there is no port that can carry out the
work inure satisfactorily than Fremantle,
and that there is no port that is freer
from tellaging or damage to cargo than
the port of Fremancle. It is a common
thing to find newspapers and other things
put in to fill the spaces caused by the re-
moval of cargo. Even paving stones
have been put in to fill these spaces
caused by the broaching of cargo and in
many instances this kind of thing hats
been done at the port where the cargo
has been received. Shipowners here
have been doing their utmost to try and
take awvay the good name of the men,
and the Harbour Trust in a quiet wvay
and without even the knowledge of the
shipowners, have been endeavouring to
the best of their ability to clear up the
matter, but they have been quite unable
to prove that the assertions which have
lbeen made in regard to the lumpers at
Fremantle have any truth in them. This
speaks wvell, so far as the port of Fre-
mantle is concerned, for the manner in
which the work on the wharves has been
carried out.

Mr. Male: Do you mean to say that the
sailors take the stuff ?

Honl. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : No.

Mrh. Male: Then who does?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
isterj: It has been found that the articles
which have been put in to fill the gaps
caused by the removal of cargo have been
found to be quite foreign, and yet the
Fremantle lumper is the man who has
been blamed by the shipowners. The
member for M.Nurray-Wellington wanted
to know if any demand had been made for
this Bill. I would tell him that demands
have beeni made.

Mr. Male: By whom?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX (Honorary SMii-
ister) : By the Harbour Trunst's officials,
and I would like to mention what cme

wthrem knowledge on one occasion.
Teewas a dispute at Fremantle about

last Christmas, and at that time there was
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a steamer in port laden with frutit eases.
It was felt that if the steamer left the
port with these eases a great injury would
be done to the fruit growers of the State.
As a matter of fact a large number of the
small growers would have been ruined,
because they would not have been able
to send their fruit to market. The Gov-
ernment were approached by the fruit
growers and asked whether they could do
anything to enable the steamer to be dis-
charged. The seriousness of the position
was pointed out as well as the loss that
would be sustained. The Government in
the interests of the State, and not in the
interests of the Harbour Trust or private
stevedores, made inquiries to see whether
it was possible to get the steamer un-
loaded, and they offered to take the res-
ponsibility in the interests of the fruit
growers to allow the steamer to be dis-
charged, but when they approached the
Harbour Trust officials it was, found that
there was no p)ower whereby the Trust
could discharge the vessel. If this mea-
tire had been in existence the difficulty
would have been removed.

Mr. Male: The Government could not
make the lumpers; work.

Hon. W. C. ANO-WIN (Honorary Min-
ister) :There was no fear about the lum-
p~ers. At that time the lumpers were car-
rying out some work. They were dis-
charging perishable goods, and they at-
tended to the mail steamers, and they
would have discharged this particular
vessel if the Harbour Trust had had the
power to permit it to be done.

Mir. Male: They allowed a lot of per-
ishable stuff to be sent back to the East-
ern States.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honoraryl in-
ister) : This Bill is p~urely permissive so
far as the Harbour Trust are concerned.
They have no desire whatever to enter
into competition with the stevedores.

Mr. Taylor: What do they want?
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary

Minister) : They want permissive power,
and the Bill provides definitely and
clearly that there is to he no monopoly.
The leader of the Opposition said that
there was something underlying it. If

lie giv'es Lis something that he wants to
put into the Bill that is not in it now,
then he might say that there will be some-
thing underlying it, but the Hill is as
plain as A B C to anyone who wishes
to deal fairly with the question. The
Bill is necessary for the safe working of
the Trust, and it will empower the Trust
officials when called upon to supply a
want if that want is required. Seeing
that that is so, I trust bon. members will
pass the Bill. If it becomes law it will
prove beneficial as far as the tampers are
concerned instead of being detrimental to
them.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They do not want
it.

lHon. W. C. ANGWTN (Honorary Min-
ister) : Some of them do. I also want to
say that the Trust cannot take any respon-
sibility on behalf of the State unless they
are recompensed for doing so. That
being so, it is necessary that power should
be given to enable the Trust to carry the
liability wvhich the merchants are asking
them to carry. It is strange that "e have
never heard the Chamber of Commerce
raise any objection to this measure.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes, they have.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : An official at Fremantle speak-
ing to-day was asked a question why the
Chamber of Commerce were not opposing
the measure, and the reply that was given
showed that the merchants of this State
wvant the Trust to take the responsibility
of tile goods which are delivered in West-
ern Australia, and they know that by
giving to the Harbour Trust this responsi-
bility the goods will be safe. They will
be protected and the interests of the
steamship owners and the people gener-
ally will also be benefited. I hope hon.
members will pass the second reading of
the Bill.

Question put and a division taken will,
the followving result:-

Ayes.
Noes -

NMajority for .
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Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwln
Bath
Carpenter
Collier
Donley
Dwyer
Foley
Gill
Green
Hudson
Johnson
Lander

Broun
George
[WIray
Male
A. E. Plese

AYES.
*Mr. Lewis

Mr. McDonald
AS r. Mcflowell
Mr. Munsie
,Mr. Swan
Mcr. Taylor

I Mr. Thomas
IMr. Turvey
*Mr. A. A. Wilson

Mr. Underwood
(Teller).

NOES.

Mr.

A. N. Plesse
F. Wilson
Wisdom
S. Stubbs

(Taller).

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL-RIGHTS IN WATER
IRRIGATION.

Second Reading.

A NLT)

Debate resumed from the 19th Sep-
tember.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellingtol):
Before I go on to deal with this question
I should like to congratulate the Minister
for Works on the way hie introduced the
Bill and made the intentions of the Gov-
ernment clear. I also wish to express
my personal thanks to him, and also the
thiaks of some of miy constituents to the
-Government for having taken up this
question of irrigation in the manner in
which they have done. The Governmenit
have made a start at the Harvey, and I
speak on behalf of the constituents in
my electorate who are to benefit, as well
as myself, when I say we owe some meed
-of thanks to the Government. I would
also like to say in connection with irriga-
tion matters at the Harvey that the ques-
tion had been considered by the previous
Governmnent, who, unfortunately, did not
have the opportunity of carrying it into
effect: but for those members of the House
who are, perhaps, not so well acquainted
with the possibilities of the South-West
as ale others who knowv it thoroughly, I
wvould like to say there cau be no doubt
whatever that in the south-western por-

tion, from Perth to Btinbury, and onl to
Bridgetown, there are for the irrigitionist
possibilities in respect to which, if one
expressed his full opinion, he would he
considered to be absolutely too optimistic
altogether. There are along the foot-hills
of the Darling Iage the' washings of
countless ages, and consequently a dleposit
of soil second to none in any portion of
the Commonwealth where I have been.
It has been proved by those who have
taken up the work that the production
wvhich can come from a small area of
land is sufficient to provide, not only a
good livelihood. but a competency for old
age and something for those who come
after. Taking up this questin of irriga-
tion means that we are making in a por-
tion of the State which can he considered
the temperate zone of Western Australia,
provision for closer settlement and for
a more intense cultivation than has been
hitherto possible. On the Harvey, the
Murray, the Serpentine, and the Collie
rivers there are instances of individual
effort which have Proved not only an
object lesson to those round about them,
hut a means of profit and a source of
pleasure to those wvho carried out the
work. This was brought before the late
Government, and inquiries were made, and
again it was brought before the present
Government who, having the opportunity,
have seized it, and started oil the course
from which, I am sure, there will be no
looking back, a course which will be not
only a source of pride to the Government,
bitt a source of profit to the State. I am
pleased to find the Minister in his speech
recognised whole-heartedly and clearly
that the first duty of the Government in
this matter lay in the south-western dis-
trict. As a representative of a district
through which 100 miles of railway
passes, I regard it as concerning me more
closely than perhaps any other mnember
in the Assembly, although, of course, the
member for Bun1bury is keenly interested
as wvell. In the scheme referred to by the
Minister as the Collie scheme, wvhich from
its magnitude is perhaps the largest of
the many schemes possible in the South-
West, its very greatness and the area of
country to be served have compelled the
Government to the view that the fullest
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inquiry should be made before they take
thle work in hand.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Male) took
the Chair.]

Mr. GEORGE : Although some of his
constituents might doubt the wisdom of
this, yet the member for Bunbury must
agree that the Government are to be com-
mended for making the fullest inquiry
before launching upon the necessary ex-
penditure. The Minister made some re-
ference to the Mild ura, the Renmark, and
the Burrenjuck schemes. We cannot
claim to have in Western Australia so
large an area to be served as these schemes
are serving or will serve when com-
pleted; but what we can claim is that in
view of the number of rivers we have in
the south-western districts, which seem as
though placed by nature in a position
where they can serve a comparatively
limnited area of land, we can, by putting
through small schemes at a very much
lesser relative cost than thle huge schemes
of the-otlier States, enable a large popu-
lation to earn a livelihood and make pro-
vision for old age. While we admit the
necessity for trying to make the best of
the natural resurces of the country,
nd trying to aid those who are

struggling single- handed, we have
to critically consider this scheme
brought forward by the M12inister, and I
hope that he and other honx. members
will consider that whatever my criticism,
it is not made with the idea of obstruction,
but mainly because I and a number of my
constituents wish to show clearly how we
view the Bill. We admit the necessity for
irrigation, but we Oo not feel that the
Bill is altogether quite fair. The 'Minister
has told us frankly that the effect of the
Bill is to practically take all streams,
lakes, artesian wells, creeks, and so forth;,
and so, however their possession may have
passed away from the Crown, the present
day Government say "'We repeal the pro-
visions that were passed by former Gov-
erznments, and although you have pur-
chiased this land with the rights to the
water, 'we require it and are going to take
it from you.", That, I believe, is the
clepar statement made by the Minister.

Althought in one sense it may be just,
in another it is- unjust. Where the
water is required in the interests of
human life, then, of course, human life
has its rights in respect of the water,
and private ownership must stand on
one side. But when it is found necessary
in the interests of the State and of the
people to take land we make necessary
provisions for compensation. If the
Government desire a piece of laud for
.any purpose of public works they re-
sume it under the Public Works Act,
and the owner is en titled to compensa-
tion. The principle of compensation is
admitted even in this Bill in regard to
certain works which can be done if the
Minister, or the boards acting under his
authority, desire to construct works for
irrigation or water schemes, and if
by so doing they injure the indi-
vidual landowner, who is thereupon
entitled to claim certain vompensa-
tion. But there is no rinhit given
to the person who may have bought his
river or his lake or put down his artesianl
bore. For him there is no compensation
nor, apparently, is any to be cnnsidered-
The Government say. "We want the water,
and we are going to take it back, what-
ever the circumstances under which you
acquired it. It is yours, to-day. but it is
going to be ours to-morrow, or, as Soon
as the Bill passes." The very Bill is an
admnission that until the Bill passes the
water belongs to the individual holding 'he
land. I would go so far as to say that in
certain eases I think the Governments of
the past have been very wrong in parting
with the rights to foreshores and water
courses. Take Freshwater Bay at Clare-
mont, or take anywhere along thle Swan:
I think it has been a great mistake to part
with the foreshore; but it has been parted'
-with and sold, and thle money in the first
instance went to the Government. and
since then nearly every block has passed
through numberless hands.

Mr. lnderwood: A considerable num-
ber of them were Crown grants.

Mr. GEORGE: That makes ito differ-
ence to my, argument. The posseseion has
Passed from the State to the iniidu~al.
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Mr. Underwood: It makes a difference
to your facts.

Air. GEORGE: I say in the past it was
wrong, and in the present it would be
wrong for any Government to allow the
foreshore to be taken away. But the
fact remains it has passed away, by means
of pensioners' grants or on sale; it has
passed to individuals, and by sale from
them to other individuals who, when bar-
gaining for the land, took into considera-
tion the natural advantages pertaining to
it. Consequently if the Government de-
sire to take fromn a man that for which
he has paid, surely compensation should
be paid to him. In the South-West in
the earlier history of the State there
were locations of large areas of land.
Location 1 was given to the Australind
company. It contained 100,000 acres, em-
bracing the Collie River, the Brunswick
River, the Lunnenberg River, the Welles-
ley River, and another, the name of which
I have forgotten. The company had a
colonising- scheme of cutting uip the land
and dividing it, and wherever there was
a river the boundary of the survey was
fixed in the middle of the stream, so that
each person who bought a block on either
side of the river had absolute access to the
river for watering purposes. In all our
rivers the wa~ter has been the main coni-
sideration of the people who purchased
the land adjoining those rivers, and what
the people feel down the South-West in
connection with this is, that having bought
their land, most of them within the last
ten or fifteen years, and having taken
into consideration in the price they had
to pay, the fact that they had water rights,
they have the ordinary riparian rights
existing to-day which give them power
to take whatever water they require, pro-
vided they let -o by sufficient for the
domestic usce of those below them.

The M1inister for Works: In every State
of the Commonwealth similar legislation
has been passed.

31r. GEORGE: That may be.
The M1inister for Works: Therefore it

is not unique; it is no new departure.

IMr. GEORGE: But that does not al-
ways prove that it is correct. because the

Take the Goulburn River in Victoria: It
has on both sides an immense area which
can be irrigated, and the land where the
Goulburn has its source in the Snowy
Ranges is land which is not required to
be irrigated, and could not be irrigated,
because it is too steep. But here the
position happens to he that the Govern-
ment propose to take the water, and they
are practically saying to the men on the
hill sides, "We take your water and will
allow you a certain portion according to
your mileage on the river; we have the
right to take that water hut we allow you
so many thousand gallons for the purpose
of watering your stock."

Mr. Lewis: What more do you want?

Mr. GEORGE: I can give the hon.
member a number of instances in the
ranges between Jarrahsdale and Bunbury
of how this scheme will work. A man
may have a twenty chain frontage to a
river which contains no water during
a portion of the year, but in his own
land he may have a number of little
creeks running through his boundary and
into the river lowver down. Under this
Bill his rights to those creeks cease, and it
is stated that unless irrigation is being
practised and bad been started by him
some two years before, he has no right
to the water for irrigation purposes, ex-
cepyt a sufficient quantity for three acres
of garden. But if he has started the
scheme of irrigation some two years then
he may apply to the Minister for permis-
sion to continue to irrigate his place for
10 years. Any of the South-Western
members will know perfectly well that
an unfortunate feature of the range count-
try is that the pockets of land suitable
for irrigation all through the hills may
be only an acre here, two acres there, and
five acres yonder, and consequently a man
dealing with that land has to make ar-
rangements to grow his lucerne and
maize wherever those plots are; he has to
establish two or three, or perhaps
a dozen Uitile irrigation plants. It
is necessary for him to do so
because if he is grazing stock be must
grow his feed crops on that special land
in order to see them through the winter

circumstances may be entirely different. -season. Although I do not think that
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any Minister would completely stop the
water supply, as this Bill. enables him to
do, still the power is given to the Mill-
ister to be used as lie thinks fit. This
affects a number of my constituents who
have written to mre on the matter, and I
think that in Committee we should en-
deavour to widen the scope of the Bill,
in orider to assist the 'Minister to make
it a workable measure. Another point I
would rail the attention of the Ifouse
to is what happens in connection with
the clearing of land. Anyone who has
had experience of timber mills knows
that this is what occurs : when the (ld
No. 1 mill was started at Jarrahdale in
18372 the creek was hardly sufficient to
supply wvater to the enigine, but within
six months, owing to the cutting down of
the timber, the increased supply of water
niade it become almost a respectable
stream, and to-day, as a result of the
cutting done on the concession, there is
a steady' flow the whole year through.

Mr. McDonald: The reverse is gen-
erally thle case.

Mr. GEORGE: I am giving the House
the actual experience at Jarrahdale.
Then again, when the No. 39 mill was
placed at Jarrabdale, it was necessary to
cart water for the engine, but within 12
months there was more water than was
required. Still another instance is that
of the Brunswick River. Sonie five or
six years ago thle river was never run-
ning beyond the dam at Brunswick dur-
ing the summer. There was water in the
pools8 but the river was never running
in the dry months. Settlement took
pllace onl the hills, ringharking was done,
blaekboy chopping was caurried on to a
fairly large extent and inside of 12
months the river i-n iiover the w~eir at
Brunswick and has never ceased to run
from that day to this. Right through
the summier now there is a big volume of
water. This was the restult of settlement,
the chopping of some 7,000 acres of
hlackhoy, the ringbarking of aboht 5,000
acres. and the cutting of somec thousands
of acres by Afillar's Combine little bits
of creeks which were only like pencil
threads through the gorges are now re-
si-eetable creeks right through the sum-

ma. There is not the slightest doubt
that as soon as the blackboy is chopped,
anid the timber is ringbarkcd, there is an
increased flow of wvater.

.1ir. McDonald: The authorities say
that if you cut thie timber yon parch the
lanrd.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not care what
the authorities say, but I knowv whlat the
practice is. On my own property, if
members will excuse me referring to it,
there wag six years ago only a small
length of stream, and to-day there is
over six miles of it. This is all the re-
stilt of' ringbarking and blackboy chop-

The Minister for Works: That applies
generally.

Afr. Turvey: It hits been proved on
the Goldfids Water Scheme catchment
area.

Mr. GEORGE: The point I wish to
make is that in considering the rights
of the 'Minister to the water, the rights
of the pioneer must not be f orgotten.
The menl who have made this wvater avail-
able have done it by the expenditure of
considerable money and time, and to feel
that after all their labour they have no
right to the property wvhich they have
practicall y created in the sense that the
work they have done has brought this
result about, causing the water to flow
whcre it never flowed before, is a poor
incentive to them, when the Government
al-c taking this water absolutely away in
the manner which the Bill prop~oses. Ani-
other difficulty the Minister will find, btt
which can be overcome in Comniittee. is
the question as to how the water will be
dealt with by the timber mills. They
must have water for carrying on their
work, and while I know that neither the
present Minister for Works nor any
other Minister will interfere with work
like that, still tinder this Bill hie has a
right to the whole of the water. This is
a thing which will require to be taken
into consideration at at later stage. I
notice also that in addition to making a
fall claim to the water itself, the 'Minis-
ter proposes to take charge of the beds
and banks of the rivers. As I pointed
out in connection with locations 1 and 51.
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the great Peel estate, and others, all those
properties in these rivers vested in the
original owners and were passed on to
the people who purchased the hind; and
the necessity for giving them freedom in
the control of the water is proved by
the fact that in connection with the con-
struetion of railways, wherever there is
a watercourse, provision has to be made
to give acess to stock- IR may be Maid
that the making of a provision of a cer-
tamn quantity is sufficient, but it is not
sufficient, for the reason that if it is
claimed that a man cannot take the water
on his land wherever he can find it, for
stock or for. irrigation, he will have to
drive his stock long distances in order to
water them. But on places where only
sheep and cattle can he kept, and the
owvner hs a fair quantity of land, die
stock can get water as they choose at any
point along the creeks or rivers as the
case may be.

.Mr. McDonald: What about those who
have 200 miles of frontage to a river?

Mr. GEORGE: Those persons do not
exist in the southi-western districts.

Mr. McDonald: Bitt this Bill applies
to Western Australia.

Mr. GEORGE: It applies more par-
ticularly to the South-West and it is on
behalf of the people in that district I
am speaking. It is possible for irriga-
tion schemes to apply where there are
estates with 200 miles of frontage to a
river, but we in the South-West have not
got that extent, and do not want it, be-
cause it would soon put us in the bank-
ruptcy court. We are quite satisfied with
a quarter of a mile or so, those of us who
have got it. Then again I would point out
the case of a well-known Perth resident
who used to practice law in Perth bit
who has now settled down to the simple
life in the South-West. What he has
done in connection with his place is this:
there was a creek running a portion of
the way- and then losing itself in the
swamp; that was the end of it. By
cutting about 70 chains of drain he
managed, to take that water away' from
the swamp, so that the swamp could be
used, and to make the water run where
it had never run before. That gentle-

man now says "'I have cut this 70 chains
of drain in order to get this water for
my own use, and for the use of the
people lower down, but after all my
labour the water is to be taken away
from me." In mentioning these caCse I
am not trying to block the irrigation
scheme, but I want to draw the Min-
ister's attention to these things so that
lie may consider them, and in Committee
remedy them as far as possible to meet
the wishes of the different people. I
notice that the Minister stated that the
principle of the Bill is that irrigation
shall be sparingly dealt with unless the
Government claim full possession of the
land, the idea being that the Government
shall if possible acquire the land under
reasonable terms for irrigation and then
deal with it on the leasehold principle.
The Minister's idea is that although the
land may be farmed, and used to the
best possible advantage by the person
holding it, the fee simple must remain
with the Government, and as its value
increases the return from the laud must
also increase.

The Minister for Works: Reappraise-
ment.

-Ar. GEORGE: The Minister stated
that irrigation rates could be levied on all
irrigable land, hut he was not quite clear
whether he intends that irrigation shall
be compulsory. Assuming that the Gov-
ernment start an irrigation scheme, I take
it that anyone whose land is suitable for
irrigation must pay the. rates whether
he uses the water or not.

The Minister for Works: That is so.

Mr. GEORGE: That might create a
great hardship.

The Minister for Works: We declare
a district the same as for drainage.

Mr. GEORGE: Unless irrigation is
possible the rates should not apply.

The Minister for Works: It is Only
on irrigable land.

Mfr. GEORGE: One of the troubles
at Jandakot was that they declared
a drainage area, and a portion of
the circle laid out it was impos-
sible to drain. There should be some
consideration for the circumstances of the
owner, and his feelings in the matter.
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There is a wise provision in the Bill that
in the case of droughit the 'Minister has
power, if necessary, to temporarily sus-
pend the supply of water for irrigation,
regardingl th~e water for human conswitp-
tion as being (if greater importance. He-
garding irrigation in the hills tile source
of the water is in tile springs, and if the
water can lbe used and is being used by
those holding land in the hills, it would
not be fair that the people at the source
of the water should be debarred fi'om
using it in order that the water should
be carried down tie slope to enable the
people on the plains to irrigate. The
cliii rs of the men on I he hi]lIs muiist be
regarded. Irrigation in the Darling
Range will be practically confined to the
foothills and the plains running from
thems, but as far as thle gullies are con-
cerned irrigation w~ill be impossible. The
Bill should not block the individual who
is in the hills and who desires to irrigate
either a few or many acres.

The M~nister for Works: There is
power under the Bill. We create our
district, and outside of that we have
power to deal with water as special cir-
cuinstanees permit.

Mr. GEORGE: The Bill appears to
be so drastic that the possession of the
water passes from the individual to the
Government, whether in lakes. streams,
swamps, artesian bores or wells.

The Mlinister for Works: It is im-
possible lo niake limitations; we conld
not stipulate a water course of a given
size.

Mr. GEORGE: I appreciate the aimf-
culty, but the anxiety can be overcome if
we declare a main river to be one running
thiroughout the whole of the year. It is
in dealing with the small creeks that the
people on the hillside and the top of the
range, in the South-West are anxious.
They may be unduly nervous: most of
them an-c if their property is in any shape
affected. I think the intention of the
Glovernmnt is that they shall take con-
trol of the main rivers, such as the Ser-
p~entine, Collie, Brunswick, and Black-
wood, hut there should be power to pre-
venl any undne blocking of the streams
so as to reduce the flow of the big river.

Once the Government embark on irriga-
tion schemes alid expend the State money
to --et them in wvoiking order, nothing
should be put in the way to prevent the
flow of water. I consiller that th~e ease
for thle (iovernmnent (-an be nuit oil a
helter footinir by declaritig certinl streams
to be main rivers. Of coulrse we could
modify t lie clause so that there shiouldl he
no obsirn'! ion of [ lie feeders front whichi
the rivers get their big flow. It is, hardl '
likely that any land holder,, suich as I
have judiated, would be prep a red] to put
down damns or anything wvhichh won di
inalcmially' stop thie flow of the river, but
it is tilhe almost omnnipotent power of this
Bill that causes a certain amount of ncr-
vousncss amiong those affected. The
Minister referred to the case of a man
who had a lot of water while the other
had none. The water supply is a ne-
cessity of human life, and should never
be caiiable of being controlled by any one
man.

The Minister for Works: I was re-
ferring, to irrigation.

Mr. GEORGE: Mly object in speak-
ing is to point out that as the Govern-
nent are admitting that there is apro-
perty in the water at present belonging
to those Arho own the land, a property
which might he damaged by the passing
of this measure, the Hill should be modi-
fled to allay the nervousness wvhich has%
been created or provision should be made
to pay compensation in all cases of re-
sumption. I do not desire that the Bill
should be made a means for paying coin-
pensation. but if we take from a man
that for which he has paid and may have
improved by his own labour and money.
lie should be entitled to receive something
in its place.

The Minister for Works: Would you
compensate him for the water?

Mr. GEORGE: We are taking his
right to the water away.

The Minister for Works: We are go-
ing to give him a right to water.

M1r. (4EORGE: No.

The 'Minister for Works: If ii 'an
has a frontage to a river there ii anyv
quantity of water which he never uses.
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Mr. GEORGE: I am not worrying so
much about the rivers as about the smaller
creeks.

The Minister for Works: Even then
the water in the creek may come from
beyond his boundary. How will you get
over that

Mr. GEORGE: The man above him is
under the obligation to allow sufficient
water through to supply the people be-
low him, with enough for domestic pur-
poses. It is the old question of riparian
rights. I do not know that it is necessary
to say anything more in connection wvitbi
the matter because it is wore a Bill for
consideration in Committee than anything
else. I cannot sit downw~ithout congratu-
lating th6 Government upon the intro-
duction of this Bill. Those of my con-
stituents who will be affected feel very
strongly with regard to it, and although
I do not sit on the same side as the Gov-
ernment, my sense of justice tells me that
if anything is done which is beneficial to
my constituents I should express my
gratitude for it.

On motion by Mr. Turvey, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.26 p.m.

2Leoistatipe Cona1cti,
Wednesday, 25th September, 1912.
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.oin Coroner tor the Metropolitan District 1929
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Roman catholic nnwrh Property Amend-

meat, 3as............. 0
Tramways Purchase, petition, 33k . 1030,84
Yrenactlc.Kslgoorlle (Merredlu*Ccoligardle

Section) Railway, Message - 1034
University lands, 1R.........1984
Industrial Arbitration, 2R.........1939
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Assembly's

message..............1954
Adjoanment, special..............94

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PESEN'TED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Forma-

tion of an aboriginal native reserve ;n the
unsettled portion of the Kimberley cotta-
try, Papers (ordered on motion by Ron.
J. D. Connolly). 2, Map of the reserves
proposed to be surrendered by the Fre-
mantle Municipal Council to the Govern-
ment for the purpose of workers' homes.

MOTION - CORONER FOR THE
METROPOLITAN DISTRICT.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) moved-
That in the opinion of this H7ouse a

duty qualified medical practitioner
should be appointed coroner for the
metropolitan district.

He said: This is an important matter. At
the piesent time honorary justices per-
form this important work. The stipendi-
ary magistrates, of whom there are two
in Perth, and one at Fremantle, have
their hands full with other work. ',%r.
Roe is almost continuously engaged in
the police court in Perth and Mr. Cowan
in the local court in Perth, while at Pre-
mantle the duties of 3%r. Dowley, the
resident magistrate, do not give him
snfficient time to perform this work; and
in addition to their cidinary duties both
Mr. Cowan and Mr. Dowley perform
circuit work, Mr. Dowley's district ex-
tending as far as Pinjarra. Some years
ago there were medical men acting as
coroners. Dr. Black carried out the
duties for some time in the metropolitan

lag]
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